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Our Mission 
The School Community of St. Catherine’s Academy is committed to 
“Pursuing Excellence from here to Eternity” through the development 
of the whole person in a nurturing and supporting environment 
where individuality is recognized and the rights of others are 
respected.  
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
June 2015 

 

 

 

This school development report for the 2014-15 school year outlines your school’s successes and 

highlights matters such as student achievement and professional development. 

 

The formulation of a school development report is the result of significant planning and input 

from the entire school community. A thorough plan lays the foundation for a productive and 

successful school year and will be beneficial to every member of the school community, most 

importantly the students of your school. 

 

As we conclude the first year of the District’s 2014-2017 Strategic Plan, I would like to thank 

our school communities, administrators, teachers, support staff, school councils and community 

volunteers for their participation and input. Your efforts to develop and implement previous 

plans have helped to ensure a focus on student success and achievement at all levels. I sincerely 

thank all involved for the work undertaken as enhanced collaboration within our school 

communities sets a great example for our students. 

 

School development reports outline some amazing and encouraging initiatives and I am proud to 

see the great work being undertaken by schools throughout the Newfoundland and Labrador 

English School District. Looking forward, I am optimistic about the progress we will make as we 

continue to build upon these plans and continue to provide a quality education for every student 

in our District. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                    
Darrin Pike 

CEO/Director of Education 

Newfoundland and Labrador English School District 
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Message from the School Principal 
 

 

As Principal of St. Catherine's Academy, I am pleased to present our annual School 
Development Report for the 2014-2015 academic year.   
 
This report presents of overview of the programs and services offered at St. Catherine's 
Academy as well as an in-depth analysis of student achievement.  I am happy to report that our 
students performed very well last year on both internal and external assessments.  This is due 
in no small part to the ongoing efforts of our dedicated staff.  While we are proud of our 
students' accomplishments, there are areas we have identified that need greater attention.  
Those areas will comprise the objectives of our transitional School Growth and Development 
Plan for this year.  In addition to our academic objectives, we are as equally concerned with 
providing students a safe and caring and socially just learning and teaching environment. 
 
We are so privileged to have such a supportive school community at St. Catherine's Academy.  
This message is a great medium through which to thank all staff, parents, families and 
community groups/organizations for their continued commitment to the students of St. 
Catherine's Academy. 
 
You are encouraged to examine the information presented in this report.  Should you wish to 
discuss the contents, we would love to hear from you at the school.  We value your input. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christopher Young, B.Sc., B.Ed., M.Ed. 
Principal 
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Message from the School Council 
 
 

To begin, I would like to thank the members of council for their dedication to St. Catherine’s 
Academy for the 2014-2015 academic year. 
 
Ms. Tracy Williams, Chairperson and Parent Representative 
Ms. Jennifer Power, Secretary and Teacher Representative 
Ms. Marilyn Linehan, Parent Representative 
Mrs. Jaime Byrne, Parent Representative 
Mrs. Madonna Power, Community Representative 
Mrs. Heather Hanlon, Teacher Representative 
Mr. Christopher Young, Administrative Representative 
 
Over the past year, the school council for St. Catherine’s Academy has worked with the 
administration and staff to help meet goals set out in the School Development Plan.  Increased 
student achievement and maintaining a safe and caring school are the key objectives to this 
plan.  Throughout the year we discussed performance standards, graduation statistics, school 
climate surveys and both internal and external indicator reports. 
 
Our 2015- 2016 school year is in full swing with the data analysis of last years’ results already 
completed, our weekly bingo is underway and our first ever Christmas Craft Fair is  scheduled 
for November 1st.  
 
We look forward to continuing to support administration and staff to achieve the goals 
identified in the annual School Growth and Development Plan and contributing to the schools 
overall success. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Tracy Williams 
Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Annual School Development Report – St. Catherine’s Academy                                                                                  Page 5 
 

Overview of School 
 

Our School Community 
St. Catherine’s Academy is located in St. Catherine’s, St. Mary’s Bay.  We serve the communities 
of Admiral’s Beach, O’Donnell’s, St. Joseph’s, New Bridge, Forest Field, St. Catherine’s, Mount 
Carmel, Mitchell’s Brook, Harricott, Colinet, North Harbour, Deer Park and Salmonier Line. St. 
Catherine’s Academy opened in 1993 following the amalgamation of schools on the north and 
south sides of Salmonier Arm. We have a current population base of 90.  This year our 
homeroom configurations are as follows: Kindergarten, Grade 2/ 3, Grade 4, Grade 6, Grade 7, 
Grade 8/9, Level I and Level II/III. We offer a single stream English program with all courses 
required for students to successfully complete a High School Diploma. We also offer numerous 
senior high school courses via CDLI (Centre for Distance Learning and Innovation).  Secretarial, 
maintenance and custodial services are provided as well as district itinerant service, where 
needed. 
 
 
Key Highlights/Special Projects 
 
Youth Innovation Grant 
Last year we were chosen as one of the recipients of a $14, 000 Youth Innovation Grant from 
the former Department of Innovation, Business and Rural Development.  The funds from this 
grant were used to purchase 25 Apple iPads and a security storage cart.  The iPads were 
effectively integrated into our learning environments.  As a small school, we are proud of our 
accomplishment in this area and commend government for funding this invaluable initiative. 
 
Breakfast Club 
The Breakfast Program here at St. Catherine’s continues to be one of our ongoing successes. 
Through this program we provide a nutritious breakfast to all students every school day. We 
also use this program as an opportunity to educate our children about the importance of 
proper nutrition and the long term benefits of a healthy diet. We will have special days, such as 
fruit and vegetable days, when we highlight the benefits of such foods. We often integrate 
physical fitness into the program, such as the Eastern Active Schools initiative and our school 
based walking program, to highlight the importance of an overall healthy lifestyle. Funding for 
this program is provided through Kids Eat Smart and our Ladies Fitness Group who organize a 
huge fundraiser for our program annually.   
  
Positive Behavior Supports 
This past year we continued to build on the success of our school based Positive Behavioral 
Supports program. Our school matrix was refined to bring it in line with the provincial safe and 
caring Schools policy as outlined by the Department of Education.  Students continue to 
respond very well to the full implementation of this program, and it provides the school with 
valuable data regarding discipline issues. It also demonstrated to us that discipline issues, while 
present at the school, are typically of a minor nature and extreme behavior is rare. Students 
especially enjoyed the prize draws from the distributed ‘gotch-yas’ at each student assembly. 
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Partnerships 
 

 

At St. Catherine’s Academy, we value the importance and benefits of building partnerships.  

Over the past few years we have actively promoted the establishment of partnerships and once 

again this year we experienced great improvement. Our current partnerships include: 

 Knights of Columbus, St. Mary’s Bay Council 

- Sponsor various student activities throughout the year, including drug awareness 

and substance abuse poster contests, Basketball free throw event, hockey blast 

event, annual essay competition, etc. 

- Volunteer for various activities such as clean-up for our Annual Christmas 

Community Breakfast.  

 

 Power Vac/Belfor & Browning Harvey 

- Supply uniforms to our various basketball teams and monetary donations to our 

scholarship/awards fund. 

- Continual involvement in various school activities, including the annual Christmas 

Community Breakfast. 

 

 Health and Community Services/RCMP Detachment Holyrood 

- DARE and Junior/Senior High Anti-Drug initiatives. 

- Assist with the defining of our safe and caring school and healthy living initiatives, 

including our Lockdown and Secure School Protocols. 

- Providing various supports including assistance with our Safe School Plan and 

presentations (ie. Bullying awareness) 

 

 

 Good Shepherd Parish 

- Support the school through involvement in various activities such as the annual 

Senior Graduation, annual Christmas Tree Lighting Assembly, etc.  The parish also 

supports the school in our fundraising efforts and communication with the school 

community by posting school messages in the weekly church bulletin. 

 

 SCA Ladies Fitness Group 

- Sponsor of our School Breakfast Program. 

 

 Kids Eat Smart 

- Sponsor of our School Breakfast Program. 
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 Salmonier Nature Park 

- Supply of resources for our environmental science programs, use of facility when 

needed. 

 

 The Telegram 

- Provide daily copies of The Telegram through their Newspapers in Education 

program which are used in our classrooms and LRC. 

 

 Mount Carmel Building Supplies 

- Monetary/supplies donations to various special projects at the school. 

- Help with transporting recyclables to the Depot in Riverhead.   

 

 Riverside Country Manor Seniors Complex, Mount Carmel 

- Supporter of our school’s music program and community outreach program. 

 

 Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 62 

- Attend and participate in our annual Remembrance Day Ceremony. 

- Sponsor their annual poster and essay contests. 

 

The building of partnerships has contributed greatly to St. Catherine’s Academy and will 
continue to be an ongoing school initiative.
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Summary Report on the School’s Most Current Data  

 
 

Provincial Assessment Data 
 

Reading Records for Grades 1 and 2 

 

Grade 1: Percentage of Students (in June) at or above the Provincial benchmark 

 

 

Grade 1 Enrolment =       7         

  

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

100.0 60.2 60.2  60.2 59.3 40.0 54.7 53.7 14.3 52.0 51.4 

 

What do these results tell us? 

 

The results indicate that academic interventions need to be put in place to address the severity to which are below both the region and 

provincial averages.  As a staff, we are working with district officials to co-ordinate those interventions at the school level.  Presently, 

we are working with LNT staff for literacy support and have acquired a Leveled Literacy Intervention kit.  We will continually 

monitor students' reading levels throughout the year and implement individual interventions as necessary.
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Grade 2: Percentage of Students (in June) at or above the Provincial benchmark 

 

Grade 2 Enrolment =      5         

 

 

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

83.3 68.1 66.9 100.0 66.9 65.5 63.6 61.6 60.5  54.7 54.9 

 

What do these results tell us? 

Since the enrollment in this class was 5 or less, the data is not recorded in this table.  As with the results from Grade 1, we have 

identified significant need for academic intervention.  We are working closely as a primary/elementary group to implement and 

monitor the strategies and interventions listed above. 
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Provincial Assessment data by strand for grades 3 and 6 

 

Grade 3 English Language Arts 

 

Grade 3 Enrolment =      11         

 

 

   

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Reading 57.0 67.8 67.5 77.0 73.0 72.7    84.4 84.0 83.6 

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations  

 Demand 

Writing 
50.0 81.5 81.7 50.0 65.3 64.4    63.3 75.1 73.4 

 Poetic/Fiction 30.0 48.8 47.9 100.0 66.9 65.2    55.6 72.0 71.0 

 Informational 

     Non-Fiction 
20.0 64.3 64.4 100.0 80.3 80.1    66.7 82.7 82.5 

 

What do these results tell us? 

 

Student were on par with the region and province in the reading section but performed below the region and province in all other 

areas.  Our results are not consistent over time.  We note here again that we have implemented academic interventions to increase 

student achievement.  Several variables have lead to these results but cannot be discussed to privacy and confidentiality. 
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Grade 3 Mathematics 

 

Grade 3 Enrolment =      11         

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Number 

Concepts 
71.4 78.5 78.3     71.7 72.9    

 Number 

Operations 
63.9 72.8 72.5     64.3 65.5    

    Shape and 

Space 
       73.9 74.8    

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

 Number 

Concepts 
       73.7 75.9    

 Number 

Operations 
       53.5 55.4    

    Shape & 

Space 
       61.9 64.5    

    Mental Math        82.2 83.8    

    Problem 

Solving 
66.7 83.5 82.6     54.2 56.4    

    Reasoning   66.7 72.9 72.2     31.9 34.4    

Communication 66.7 74.4 73.4     31.9 34.4    

 

What do these results tell us? 

Since only one student was enrolled in 2013/14, we cannot release the school results from that year.  Just like ELA, we continue to 

monitor student progress and implement interventions as necessary.
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Grade 6 English Language Arts 

 

Grade 6 Enrolment =      13         

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Reading 68.5 71.6 71.1 70.0 79.0 78.5    74.2 81.5 81.0 

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

 Demand 

Writing 
72.7 74.8 74.9 92.6 78.9 76.5    89.3 86.0 85.1 

 Poetic/Fiction 45.5 49.9 50.4 78.6 83.6 82.1    76.9 86.6 86.3 

 Informational 

     /Non-Fiction 
27.3 57.3 58.6 92.3 83.9 83.6    76.9 89.6 89.2 

 

 

What do these results tell us? 

Our students did relatively well in last year's Provincial Assessment.  We implemented individual academic interventions with this 

group and they showed continual growth.  There is a need, as noted in the data, to improve performance on Reading, Poetic/Fiction 

and Informational/Non-Fiction.
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Grade 6 Mathematics 

 

Grade 6 Enrolment =      13         

 

 
2011/12 2011/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

Number 

Concepts 
59.1 67.1 67.2    64.4 57.2 58.0    

Number 

Operations 
55.6 62.0 62.4    76.5 63.3 64.1    

Patterns & 

Relations 
      66.7 53.8 54.6    

Shape& 

Space 
      75.2 68.7 69.7    

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

Number 

Concepts 
      77.8 60.0 61.6    

Number 

Operations 
      88.9 66.1 66.4    

Patterns & 

Relations 
      77.8 49.7 52.6    

Shape & 

Space 
      88.9 60.4 61.5    

Mental Math       88.9 76.1 76.7    

Problem 

Solving 
54.6 65.7 65.6    66.7 60.4 62.1    

Reasoning 27.3 58.3 58.9    77.8 50.7 52.7    

Communication 36.4 56.8 56.6    77.8 50.7 52.7    
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What do these results tell us? 

 

Our Math 6 results show little consistency.  We do, however, see from the data that areas of weakness that were identified in the 

2011/12 results as being major deficiencies, have considerably improved over time.  We must continue to work on those strategies 

outlined in our School Growth and Development Plan. 

 

 

Grade 9 English Language Arts 

 

Grade 9 Enrolment =      12            

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Poetic/Fiction 77.5 67.3 66.6          

 Informational 

     /Non-Fiction 
80.0 77.1 76.8 46.0 56.7 55.9    66.4 68.7 68.4 

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

 Demand 

Writing 
87.5 91.5 90.6 83.3 93.6 92.7    50.0 86.1 85.3 

 Poetic/Fiction 100.0 92.6 91.9          

 Informational 

     /Non-Fiction 
100.0 90.9 88.8 100.0 87.5 86.2    58.3 80.7 80.6 

 
 

What do these results tell us? 

While we are below the region and province in all areas, it is important to consider the performance of this group of students on the 

Provincial Assessment in 2011/12 when they were in Grade 6.  Since that time, they have improved remarkably.  A direct result of 

individual academic interventions and strategies outlined in our School Growth and Development Plan. 
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Grade 9 Mathematics 

 

Grade 9 Enrolment =      12            

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

Number 

Concepts 
75.0 68.0 68.0    73.8 66.1 66.6    

Number 

Operations 
75.0 68.0 68.0    73.8 66.1 66.6    

Patterns 

and 

Relations 

77.8 70.8 70.7    87.0 71.0 71.3    

Shape 

&Space 
      83.3 72.8 73.3    

Statistics 

and 

Probability 

93.8 85.8 85.5    58.3 63.2 65.4    

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

Patterns 

and 

Relations 

62.5 55.2 55.2          

Number 75.0 68.1 68.1          

Criteria       100.0 64.0 65.5    

 

What do these results tell us? 

There was no formal Math 9 Provincial Assessment last year but we noted from the previous year that there were deficiencies 

identified in Statistics and Probability.  This was identified as a need in our School Growth and Development Plan and strategies were 

put in place to improve performance in this area.  Anecdotal evidence notes improvement in this strand. 
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Public Exam data (4-year trend data (average final mark)) 

 

Course 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

French 3200  71.6 72.7          

Français 3202  75.3 75.6  76.0 75.7  74.6 75.0  75.4 75.7 

Mathematics 3205/3200  80.1 79.1 88.0 79.8 79.8  77.8 77.9  76.2 77.4 

Mathematics 3204/3201 82.0 62.6 62.8 73.8 60.6 61.3 66.3 63.5 63.8 73.3 66.1 66.1 

World Geography 3202 78.8 68.4 68.8 72.9 68.2 70.0 71.1 68.9 70.1 - 68.8 69.7 

World History 3201  70.0 70.5  67.6 68.6  69.9 70.4  69.7 69.7 

Histoire mondiale 3231  74.9 74.7  74.8 72.7  71.7 70.9  73.5 72.2 

Biology 3201 61.6 66.1 65.9 65.5 67.5 66.5 71.2 65.2 65.3  68.1 67.6 

Chemistry 3202 66.0 72.2 71.3 79.0 71.6 71.9 71.7 72.4 72.8 - 72.0 72.8 

Physics 3204 77.0 74.6 74.5 89.0 74.8 75.0 91.0 72.8 73.3  72.5 73.4 

Earth Systems 3209  63.2 62.6  60.3 60.3  62.5 61.8  60.9 61.1 

English 3201 75.2 65.2 65.0 70.3 69.6 69.3 72.1 70.8 70.6 77.0 70.6 69.9 

 

What do these results tell us? 

Our Sr. High students performed exceptionally well in Math 3201 and English 3201. Results for Chemistry 3202 are not reported in 

this document because only 1 student was enrolled.  Also, since there were only 5 students enrolled in World Geography 3202 the 

results are not published.  We have identified an area of weakness in our performance in World Geography and have flagged this 

course for when it is offered again on its bi-annual rotation. 
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Advanced/Academic/General Enrolment 

 

Percentage of Students enrolled in Academic/Advanced/General Level III courses 

 

High School Enrolment = 18 

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Advanced 

Mathematics 

(Math 3200) 

0.0 21.6 21.2 6.3 20.5 19.6 0.0 25.1 21.7 0.0 26.1 22.7 

Academic 

Mathematics 

(Math 3201) 

83.3 58.2 58.4 62.5 62.6 62.5 72.2 56.4 56.8 100.0 57.1 58.4 

Applied 

Mathematics 

(Math 3202) 

16.7 20.3 20.5 31.3 16.9 17.9 27.8 18.5 21.5 0.0 16.8 19.0 

 

Academic 

English 

(English 

3201) 

83.3 79.3 76.6 86.7 79.0 76.5 63.2 81.7 79.2 100.0 82.0 79.3 

General 

English 

(English 

3202) 

16.7 20.7 23.4 13.3 21.0 23.5 36.8 18.4 20.8 0.0 18.0 20.8 

 

What do these results tell us? 
Our percentage of students enrolled in Advanced Math is below the province and region but we make those recommendations based 

on student performance in other years and promote the program.  We had no students complete General Math or English last year, 

again this is based on the ability levels of students enrolled at this grade level.
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Graduation Rate and Status 

 

Percentage of Eligible Graduates that Graduate and Percentage of Graduates with Honours, Academic, or General 

 

High School Enrolment = 18 

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Graduation 

Rate 
100.0 92.5 92.7 100.0 96.0 95.7 100.0 94.9 95.2 100.0 93.9 94.0 

Graduation Status 

 Honours 50.0 30.5 27.7 26.7 30.5 28.7 10.5 30.7 29.3 50.0 33.1 31.1 

 Academic 33.3 40.8 40.1 40.0 39.4 38.2 52.6 42.4 40.2 50.0 42.6 41.4 

 General 16.7 28.7 32.2 33.3 30.1 33.2 36.8 26.9 30.5 0.0 24.3 27.5 

 

What do these results tell us? 

St. Catherine’s Academy had a 100% graduation rate again last year.  The number of students attaining both honors and academic 

status is above the region and province.  We put great effort in to ensuring that students are placed in the program that best suits their 

needs.   
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Advanced Placement Results 

This section does not apply to St. Catherine’s Academy. 

 

 

Scholarships 

 

Number of Level III students = 7 

 

Provincial Government Scholarships 

 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

Junior Jubilee 0 0 0 0 

Electoral 0 0 0 0 

Centenary 0 0 0 0 

Moss 0 0 0 0 

 

    

Total Scholarship/Bursary Offers 

 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

Number of Students Awarded a 

Scholarship or Bursary 
5 11 9 5 

Total (estimated) Dollar Figure Offered 

(all students) 
2400 3100 4700 21, 200 

 

 

What do these results tell us? 

 

We saw a remarkable increase in the monetary value of Scholarships awarded last year as a result of a $16,000 Harris McCain  

scholarship and a $500 Safe and Caring Schools scholarship. 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Annual School Development Report – St. Catherine’s Academy                                                                                  Page 
20 
 

Internal Assessment Data (synthesis of report card data to report trends) 

 

Grades K-6 

Number of Students Performing at Level 1 or 2 in Math: 

 Term 3, 2014 - 2015 – 8 students  

Term 3, 2013 - 2014 – 4 students 

Term 3, 2012 - 2013 – 4 students 

 Term 3, 2011 - 2012 – 8 students 

 Term 3, 2010 - 2011 – 7 students 

 
Number of Students Performing at Level 1 or 2 in Language Arts Term 3: 

 Term 3, 2014 - 2015 – 9 students 

Term 3, 2013 - 2014 – 3 students 

Term 3, 2012 - 2013 – 4 students 

 Term 3, 2011 - 2012 – 9 students 

 Term 3, 2010 - 2011 – 8 students 

 

Grades 7-12 

Number of Students Receiving less than 50% in Math in June: 

 Term 3, 2014 - 2015 – 2 students 

Term 3, 2013 - 2014 – 1 student 

Term 3, 2012 - 2013 – 2 students 

 Term 3, 2011 - 2012 – 2 students 

 Term 3, 2010 - 2011 – 2 students 

 

Number of Students Receiving less than 50% in Language in June: 

 Term 3, 2014 - 2015 – 0 students 

Term 3, 2013 - 2014 – 1 student  

Term 3, 2012 - 2013 – 0 students 

 Term 3, 2011 - 2012 – 1 students 

 Term 3, 2010 - 2011 – 2 students 

 

What do these results tell us? 

The number of students experiencing difficulty with English Language Arts is significant.  We 

have noted previously in this document that we are observing those students closely and are 

implementing academic interventions based on their individual needs.  We feel that the results in 

Mathematics are directly related to the literacy deficiencies students are experiencing. 

 

Our School Development Plan continues to be centered on improving student achievement in a 

Safe and Caring and Socially Just learning environment.  While our data is evidence that most of 

our students are performing well academically, we need to continue to reach those who are not 

realizing their maximum potential in this regard. Likewise, we need to ensure that we are 

challenging those students who are meeting grade level expectations in achieving their fullest 

potential. Essentially, we need to be cognizant that meeting grade level expectation is not 

enough, as most students’ ability is much greater than this identified standard. 
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Report on School Development Plan for Previous Year  

 

 
Objective 1.1 
 
To improve Mathematical Reasoning Skills. 

Objective 1.2  
 
To improve Writing and Representing Skills 

Objective 1.3  
 
Continue to ensure inclusive practices impact all 
aspects of school life. 

Evaluation 1.1 
 

We have witnessed improved reasoning 

skills as a result of our efforts in this 

regard.  IPad technology and the use of 

interactive white boards played a key role 

in this initiative and will continue to be 

used going forward.  The statistics and 

probability strand was very well done on 

the Math 3201 public exam. 

 

Going forward, we noted that we must 

plan Math Awareness for the Fall of the 

year when there are less weather 

interruptions, etc. 
 

 

 

 

Evaluation 1.2 
 

We saw remarkable improvement in the 

personal response section in Sr. High 

English and in the demand writing section 

in both grades 6 and 12.  Both areas were 

the focus of our literacy blocks.  We put 

great effort into providing opportunities for 

representation and saw improvement in 

student submissions.  Teaching staff are to 

be commended for their effort in this 

regard. 

 

Going forward, we are committed to 

building on the strategies in this objective 

by continuing to encourage alternate forms 

of representation, highlighting text features 

and foster critical thinking. 

Evaluation 1.3 
 

We have made great strides in acquiring 

class sets of needed instruments and 

continue to acquire those things as needed.  

Our staff did a wonderful job in organizing 

tiered theme days last year and are 

committed to doing the same again.  Our 

S.C.A family is very inclusionary.  We 

offer a wide variety of opportunities in an 

attempt to assure there is something for 

everyone who wishes to be involved. 

 

Going forward, we will continue to 

promote inclusion activities. 
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Goal 2. To foster an inclusive and safe and caring school environment that promotes active and healthy living. 

Objective 2.1 
Continue to use positive reinforcement and 
knowledge of consequences to ensure students 
consistently make informed choices 

Objective 2.2  
To make students and parents aware of the 
importance of proper digital citizenship 

Objective 2.3  
To increase student motivation in all aspects of 
school life. 

Evaluation 2.1 
 

Staff are commended for meeting targets in 

modeling appropriate behavior and for 

acknowledging Students of the Month in a 

timely manner. 

Evaluation 2.2 

 

Staff are commended for delivering the 

digital citizenship program early in the 

year.  We recommend that we continue to 

deliver a digital citizenship awareness 

campaign each year. 

Evaluation 2.3 
 

Staff are commended for reaching out to 

parents/guardians and community 

members to increase participation in 

school activities.   

 

We have noticed a dramatic decrease in the 

number of letters re: homework not 

completed. 

 

We recommend continuing to make 

positive calls home. 
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Operational Issues Report 2014-15 

Year Issue Action Evaluation 

2014-15 

Window coverings/blinds throughout 

the School 

Assess window coverings/blinds and 

establish plans and secure financial 

resources to repair or replace. 

We began to replace blinds on rooms 

that were in terrible shape.  As we 

acquire more funding we will continue 

to invest in this area. 

2014-15 

Climate Control in Senior Tech Lab Consult with District Maintenance 

Personnel to address climate control 

issue in Senior High School 

Technology Lab. 

This has been an ongoing issue that 

hasn’t been resolved in three years.  

Despite our best efforts to collaborate 

with district staff and Honeywell, the 

unit in Room 200 remains 

dysfunctional. 

2014-15 

Wireless accessibility Develop a plan to improve wireless 

accessibility throughout the building 

to accommodate the iPad and other 

wireless technology initiatives. This 

involves securing financial resources 

to purchase equipment. 

We increased the number of wireless 

access points to four.  As we move 

forward we must continue to re-

evaluate that we have maximum 

coverage throughout the building. 

2014-15 

Stage Curtains Consult with district officials to 

acquire stage curtains in an attempt to 

promote our drama/fine arts program. 

We have not been successful in 

acquiring stage curtains as of yet. 

2014-15 

School Ball Field To apply for funding to enhance the 

current condition of our ball field. 

We have submitted a proposal to 

government for the funds necessary 

for this upgrade. 
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Actions for Change  

 
This year, St. Catherine’s Academy will engage in the Internal Review process with an aim to construct a 4-5 year school 

development plan. Our present plan for 2015-2016 is transitional as we go through both our internal and external review processes.  

 

 
Goal 1: To increase student achievement at all Grade Levels in an inclusive school environment. 

Objective 1.1 
 

To improve Mathematical Skills. 

Objective 1.2 
 

To improve Literacy across all grade levels. 

Objective 1.3 
 

Continue to ensure inclusive practices impact all 

aspects of school life. 

Actions for Change 1.1 

We are continuing to build on our 

initiatives from the last number of years.  

We have identified areas of weakness and 

are implementing strategies to improve 

achievement.  This year we are 

introducing the Five Talk strategies across 

all divisions.  As well, we want to 

maintain our focus on interest-driven, 

student oriented activities to increase 

participation.  Finally, we want to 

continue to find new ways of integrating 

technology as a means of engaging 

students and fostering improved reasoning 

skills. 

Actions for Change 1.2 

Our extensive data analysis made evident 

that our students are not achieving as we 

want them in English Language Arts.  

While we did witness improvements as a 

result of our literacy blocks, we must 

continue to foster independent writing 

strategies.  In addition, we will implement 

the use of a Levelled Learner Intervention 

Kit and work with the LNT person from 

district to assist struggling students. 

Actions for Change 1.3 

While we do have an inclusive school 

culture at St. Catherine’s Academy, it is 

imperative to continue this trend.  In an 

effort to maintain our standard, we will 

make every effort to purchase class sets of 

technology tools and other learning 

resources so each student is working with 

the same instruments.  In addition, we 

must continue to ensure that all students 

have equal opportunity to be involved in 

all aspects of school life. 
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Goal 2. To foster a safe and caring school environment that promotes personal well-being and social justice for all. 

Objective 2.1  
Continue to use positive reinforcement and 

knowledge of consequences to ensure students 

consistently make informed choices 

Objective 2.2  
To make students and parents aware of the 

importance of proper digital citizenship. 

 

Objective 2.3 
To increase student motivation in all aspects of 

school life. 

Actions for Change 2.1 

As a staff, we have always recognized 

students for positive behaviors and 

accomplishments.  In our new plan, we 

recognize the need to continue to do this in 

a more efficient and timely manner.  

Students of the Month will continue to be 

recognized immediately at the end of the 

current month instead of waiting for a 

student assembly.  The new bulletin board 

in the main lobby will be kept up to date.  

Also, staff will be reminded to 

acknowledge positive behaviors with 

Eagles cards.   

Actions for Change 2.2 

Building on the foundation set last year, 

we recognize the importance of 

continuing to educate our students and 

parents in the realm of proper digital 

citizenship. This program will be offered 

through our Health curriculum. 

Actions for Change 2.3 

We recognized how well our constant 

contact with home worked last year and 

are committed to continue this 

intervention.  Please note this is not the 

traditional call home, rather it is 

accompanied by written letters that follow 

those conversations where the parent 

agrees that homework/assignments are 

incomplete.  
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One Year School Development Plan 

St. Catherine's Academy 

School Development Plan 2015 - 2016 

 
Goal 1: To increase student achievement at all Grade Levels in an inclusive school environment. 

Objective 1.1 
 

To improve Mathematical Skills. 

Objective 1.2 
 

To improve Literacy across all grade levels. 

Objective 1.3 
 

Continue to ensure inclusive practices impact all 

aspects of school life. 

 

Strategies: 

1.1.1    Introduce the five “Talk” strategies across 

all divisions (Restating/Reasoning/ 

Supporting/Prompting/Waiting). 

1.1.2    Continue to focus on interest -driven, 

student oriented Math problem solving 

activities. 

1.1.3    Continue to integrate the use of Technology 

(iPads/Interactive Boards) to foster deeper 

reasoning skills. 

1.1.4    Continue to facilitate a Math Day in all 

divisions to foster student interest. 

Strategies: 

1.2.1   To continue with Literacy Blocks across all 

divisions. 

1.2.2   Continue to foster Independent writing 

strategies. 

1.2.3   Implement the use of LLI kit to assist 

struggling students. 

1.2.4   Work with LNT to reinforce critical thinking 

skills to be applied in all writing.  

 

Strategies: 

1.3.1 Continue to acquire class sets of technology 

tools / learning resources  

1.3.2 Continue to ensure all students have 

opportunities for school involvement 

1.3.3 Continue to promote and practice 

inclusionary philosophy and practice in all 

areas, including extra-curricular sports, etc 

 

Indicators of Success: 

1.1.1    Higher order responses evident in student 

work. 

1.1.2    Evidence of improved reasoning skills on 

formative and summative evaluations. 

1.1.3    Evidence of improved reasoning. 

1.1.4    Improved interest and participation in such 

days. 

Indicators of Success: 

1.2.1   Completion of Literacy Blocks. 

1.2.2   Evidence of success in demand writing for 

students. 

1.2.3   Evidence of improvement among students 

experiencing difficulties. 

1.2.4   Evidence of critical thinking in written 

responses. 

Indicators of Success: 

1.3.1 An increase in the number of class sets 

available for student use. 

1.3.2 An increase in the number of activities for 

students to get involved in. 

1.3.3 Students are comfortable with getting 

involved and supporting student life. 
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Goal 1. Support Plan 

Financial Professional Development/Time Required 

1.1.1 

 Adequate Finances for food/prizes for special interest days 

 Finances to acquire an LLI kit 

 Adequate finances to purchase class sets of objects based on 

priority 

1.1.1 

 Further training for all staff on using iPads effectively 

 Time to review and effectively implement LLI kit. 
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Goal 2. To foster a safe and caring school environment that promotes personal well-being and social justice for all. 

Objective 2.1  
Continue to use positive reinforcement and 

knowledge of consequences to ensure students 

consistently make informed choices 

Objective 2.2  
To make students and parents aware of the 

importance of proper digital citizenship. 

 

Objective 2.3 
To increase student motivation in all aspects of 

school life. 

Strategies: 

2.2.1    Model appropriate lunch time behaviors for 

K-6 students. 

2.2.2    Remind teachers to acknowledge positive 

behaviors and give out Eagles cards. 

2.2.3    Acknowledge student of the month on a 

monthly basis on the PA system and 

Newsletter. 

2.2.4    Promote the distinction of student of the 

month through a display board that includes 

their picture. 

2.2.5.   Redesign behavior documentation form to 

reflect the differences in K-6 and 7-12. 

Strategies: 

2.2.1   Develop an action plan for the delivery of a 

comprehensive digital citizenship program. 

2.2.2   To deliver a digital citizenship program to all 

divisions as developed by the NL English 

School District. 

 

Strategies:  

2.3.1    Students bring home a letter, to be signed 

by parent/guardian and returned to school, 

informing parents/guardians that their 

homework/class work was not completed. 

2.3.2    Send home an informational pamphlet 

/research article about the relationship 

between actively involved parents and 

student achievement. 

2.3.3    Contact home with positive notes about 

student behavior/achievements. 

2.3.4    Develop a reward program that is age 

specific for curriculum related 

achievements. 

 

Indicators of Success: 

2.2.1   K-6 students exhibit appropriate lunch time 

behaviors. 

2.2.2    More positive behaviors commended 

through use of Eagles cards. 

2.2.3    Monthly acknowledgement of student of 

the month through both mediums. 

2.2.4    The board is up to date. 

2.2.5    An up to date behavior documentation form 

that distinguishes between grade levels. 

Indicators of Success: 

2.2.1.  The successful completion of the action plan. 

2.2.2   Students demonstrate an understanding of 

the importance of the program delivered. 

 

Indicators of Success: 

2.3.1    A decrease in the amount of letters being 

sent home. 

2.3.2    In increase in attendance of 

parents/guardians at school functions.  

(Curriculum night, PT night, etc.) 

2.3.3    An increase in the number of positive calls 

being made to student homes. 

2.3.4    The successful development of a reward 

program for curriculum related 

achievements. 
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Goal 2. Support Plan 

Financial Professional Development/Time Required 

2.1.1 

 Money to purchase prizes during random prize draws from PBS 

teams. 

2.1.1 

 Sufficient time to develop the two behavior documentation forms 

reflecting the differences between K-6 and 7-12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Issues for 2015 - 16 

 

Operational Issue Intended Action 

Window coverings/blinds throughout 

the School 

Continue to replace window coverings/blinds, as assessed, and establish plans 

and secure financial resources to repair or replace. 

Climate Control in Senior Tech Lab Continue to work with District Maintenance Personnel to address climate control 

issue in Senior High School Technology Lab. 

Wireless accessibility Work with district personnel to ensure there is sufficient wireless coverage 

throughout the building. 

Dishwasher for breakfast program Move the existing appliance to the cafeteria. 

School Ball Field Upgrade To complete upgrades with funding attained. 

 


