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École Goulds Elementary School 

    

46 Doyle’s Rd. 

Goulds, NL 

A1S 1A1 

 

 
 

École Goulds Elementary Mission Statement 

Learning is a life-long process. Through the cooperative efforts of home, 

school and community, École Goulds Elementary seeks to provide a positive, 

nurturing and enriching environment.  We are committed to recognizing the 

uniqueness of each individual and instilling in each a desire to reach his/her 

potential.  By providing meaningful experiences that foster a love and 

enthusiasm for learning, we will prepare our students to be contributing 

members of a global society. 
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
June 2015 

 

 
 

This school development report for the 2014-15 school year outlines your school’s 

successes and highlights matters such as student achievement and professional 

development. 

 

The formulation of a school development report is the result of significant planning and 

input from the entire school community. A thorough plan lays the foundation for a 

productive and successful school year and will be beneficial to every member of the 

school community, most importantly the students of your school. 

 

As we conclude the first year of the District’s 2014-2017 Strategic Plan, I would like to 

thank our school communities, administrators, teachers, support staff, school councils and 

community volunteers for their participation and input. Your efforts to develop and 

implement previous plans have helped to ensure a focus on student success and 

achievement at all levels. I sincerely thank all involved for the work undertaken as 

enhanced collaboration within our school communities sets a great example for our 

students. 

 

School development reports outline some amazing and encouraging initiatives and I am 

proud to see the great work being undertaken by schools throughout the Newfoundland 

and Labrador English School District. Looking forward, I am optimistic about the 

progress we will make as we continue to build upon these plans and continue to provide a 

quality education for every student in our District. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                    
Darrin Pike 

CEO/Director of Education 

Newfoundland and Labrador English School District 
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Administrators’ Message  
        

At École Goulds Elementary we are committed to providing a positive, nurturing and 

enriching environment so that every child can reach his/her maximum potential. Our 

motto, “Through Education We Grow” demonstrates the value we place on teaching and 

learning.  We want our students to acquire the skills and knowledge that will enable them 

to be life-long learners.  

 

We are excited to report on another successful school year. This report celebrates our 

many accomplishments and successes, as well as identifies areas of concern that need 

improvement.  Ecole Goulds Elementary stands out in the NL English School District as 

a school that prides itself on academic achievement, effective programs and services. 

Everyday is a day of learning as the students and teachers embark on a myriad of 

activities and events that enhance our students’ educational experience. 

 

2014-15 was the final year of our three year School Development Plan focusing 

on inclusion, differentiated instruction and assessment as it relates to 21st century 

learning and continuing to develop a caring culture by promoting respect, wellness and 

safety. Our School Development Plan for 2014-15 was built upon the strategies that were 

in line with the new Strategic Plan of the NL English School District. 

 

As a professional staff, we continue to work hard to ensure we are preparing each and 

every one of our students for today’s ever-changing world. Student collaboration, 

communication, creativity and cooperation are the basis for student success and 

achievement. At École Goulds Elementary, we strive for each of these goals in 

coordination with essential literacy and numeracy skills.  

 

We are extremely proud of and thankful for the wonderful community support that we 

have received from all members of the learning community of École Goulds Elementary. 

It is only by working together that we are able to maximize the learning potential of each 

and every child in our school.  

 

Thank you to all of our vital stakeholders for your continued support, cooperation and 

encouragement which ensure success for all students at Ecole Goulds Elementary.  

 

Sheryl Ryan              Gina Ducey 

Principal                    Assistant Principal 

 
 

School Council’s Message 

École Goulds Elementary School Council consists of volunteers representing parents, 

teachers, and the community. The School Council continues to work hard to support the 

goals of our School Development Plan. Each year the School Council reviews the 

school's Provincial Assessment results and participates in planning the educational 

priorities for the upcoming school year. This year, we also reviewed and renewed our 
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Protocol Agreement between NL English School District and École Goulds Elementary 

School Council.  

 

The estimated budget and actual budget for 2014-2015 was reviewed by our school 

council, and all members were pleased with the amount spent.  Two main fundraising 

initiatives that were held this year included the Sweat-a-thon (held in the Fall 2014) and 

the 50/50 Draw (held in Spring 2015).  The funds generated by these fundraisers allowed 

us to make improvements to the interior and exterior of our school and to purchase 

educational materials and promote learning at our school, while staying within our 

budget.  School council members are actively involved and have attended many of the 

special events held by the school to help support these initiatives. 

 

School Council continues to support and promote healthy eating at École Goulds 

Elementary. The School Lunch Program continues to be well-received by students and 

parents. In addition, the Kids Eat Smart Breakfast Program is thriving at our school 

through our fund-raising efforts, grants from the Kids Eat Smart Foundation and our 

many hard working and dedicated volunteers.  

 

Healthy & Active living is strongly encouraged at École Goulds Elementary. In 

conjunction with our Physical Education Program, a recreational skating program for 

students in K-5 was once again organized for the winter of 2014/2015. Skates and 

helmets were donated to the school, which allowed all children to participate.  

 

École Goulds Elementary participated in Janeway Day (sponsored by NLTA); held a 

food drive for Thanksgiving, as well as a "Food from the Heart" food drive on  Feb 13 

(Valentine’s Day week), with all food donated to the Goulds Family Aid Center. At 

Christmas, we organized our annual Waffle Breakfast with Santa where children were 

treated to waffles, juice / milk (milk donated by community member) and a visit from 

Santa and Mrs.Claus.  

 

Many of the events at our school are successful because of the wonderful group of 

volunteers who are so giving of their time. A Volunteer Appreciation Event was held in 

May to recognize the efforts of all our volunteers. The hard work and dedication of our 

teachers and support staff was acknowledged with a special breakfast, daily treats and a 

few prizes during Staff Appreciation Week. 

 

Efforts to make our building more secure continue to be a focus. A security system at the 

front door continues to enhance the safety of students and staff in our building. We are 

pleased with the efforts of the NL English School District in taking steps to ensure safe 

buildings for our children. Synrevoice continues to be used effectively and quickly to 

communicate with parents in the event of school closures or other important 

announcements.  Finally, we advocated on behalf of our school community to have the 

laser speed signs installed on Doyle’s Road to decrease speeding in this school zone and 

increase the safety of our students.  
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Our school initiates and supports Anti-Bullying Awareness. Early in the school year, 

students were given the opportunity to purchase pink t-shirts to highlight this cause. 

Students were encouraged to wear these special shirts during certain events and special 

days throughout the year.  

 

Space restrictions have been a major concern over the last number of years at École 

Goulds Elementary.  Since school reconfiguration, some of the pressures of finding 

effective classroom spaces that are conducive to learning, have been alleviated.  There 

has been less traffic in our parking lot, however, there is always room for improvement to 

decrease congestion around the school.  Parking lot safety continues to be discussed at 

every school council meeting, and we will continue to explore possible solutions as 

related to student safety.   

 

École Goulds Elementary School Council would like to sincerely thank Sheryl Ryan, 

Principal and Gina Ducey, Assistant Principal for their continued support. We would also 

like to acknowledge the dedication of the teachers and support staff of École Goulds 

Elementary, who support our School Council and our children in all that they do. We 

extend as well, our gratitude and appreciation to our numerous volunteers who make each 

of our initiatives possible and, without whom, we could not function. Last, but certainly 

not least, we thank our students and parents for their support in all of our endeavours.  

 

It has been my pleasure to act as your School Council Chair this year and look forward to 

the upcoming year.  Not only is this group dedicated to the academic achievement and 

well-being of our children, but the community’s involvement and their interest in positive 

outcomes for the school, is truly amazing.   

 

Respectfully,  

Pamela Ryan 

Chair- École Goulds Elementary School Council 

 

 

Our School Community 

 

École Goulds Elementary was part of the NL English School District, which had 259 

schools and approximately 67 000 students. Our school enrollment in the 14-15 school 

year was 543 students in grades Kindergarten to Five.  École Goulds Elementary School 

is a neighborhood school serving the Goulds and Petty Harbour/Maddox Cove 

communities. Approximately one-half of the students travel to and from school by the 

school bus with four busses providing this service.  

 

École Goulds Elementary School has a total of 36.75 educational staff that includes 24.50 

classroom teachers and 5.50 Instructional Resources Teachers. We also have units for 

Guidance, Learning Resources & Technology and Physical Education & Music. Our 

students also avail of the services of a band teacher and 2.0 units in administration. 
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We also have six student assistants. In addition to staff based at the school, we have 

itinerant services for speech-language pathology, English as a Second Language, hearing 

impairment, visual impairment and educational psychology. Secretarial, maintenance and 

custodian support services are also provided. 

 

 

Key Highlights/Special Projects 

 

          École Goulds Elementary offers a full range of academic programs set by the Department 

of Education as well as other programs and activities to enhance the learning 

environment for our students. The prescribed curriculum includes math, language arts, 

social studies, science, French, religion, health, art, as well as physical education and 

music.  Along with the prescribed English program, we offer a French Immersion 

program in Kindergarten to Grade 5.   

 

Since speaking is an integral part of the Language Arts Program, public speaking is 

highly encouraged. Each student in grades 2-5 is involved in a non-competitive Public 

Speaking Event at the classroom level.  

 

This year we continued to have our GREAT (Goulds Reading Everyday All Together) 

Time Reading.  Every day for at least 15 minutes all students and teachers were involved 

in reading aloud, silent reading or buddy reading. This is followed by GETAM (Goulds 

Elementary Talking About Mathematics), a 15-minute period where students gather in 

groups to solve problems and communicate their mathematical reasoning. 

 

Students entering school in September 2015 participated in the Department of 

Education’s pilot "Kinderstart" program. Children and their parents attended eight 

Kinderstart sessions. The Kinderstart Program affords children the opportunity to 

experience school life as well as eases the transition from home to school. 
 

 

École Goulds Elementary offerrf several Mental Health programs this year to various 

students within our school – Friends For Life, Roots of Empahty, Go Girls, and Game-

On.  These programs are designed to promote understanding, self-esteem, confidence and 

empathy.  

 

The Friends for Life program is an early intervention and prevention program that was 

designed specifically for elementary students aged 8 -11 years of age. It is proven to be 

effective in building resilience and reducing the risk of developing anxiety disorders 

in children. It teaches children how to cope with fears and worries and equips them with 

the tools needed to manage difficult situations now and later in life. This is a true anti-

bullying strategy as the development of social awareness/understanding and respect 

for the feelings of others will prevent bullying in the first place.  Friends for Life is 

the only anxiety prevention program acknowledged by the World Health Organization 

with over 15 years of comprehensive research evaluation and practice. 
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Go Girls! is a group mentoring program for girls in Grade 5 and 6 that focuses on 

physical activity, balanced eating and self-esteem. The single, most important goal of the 

program is to positively shape the lives of young women and girls by helping them build 

a positive self-image and set them on a path to reach their full potential in life.      

    

Roots of Empathy is an evidence-based classroom program that has shown significant 

effect in reducing levels of aggression among school children while raising 

social/emotional competence and increasing empathy. 

      

 Game On! Eat Smart, Play Smart, Live Smart is an exciting group mentoring program 

for boys ages 11-14. Game On! is offered across Canada through Big Brothers Big 

Sisters in partnership with schools and local community groups with the goal of getting 

boys more active and promoting wellness and friendship. The Game On program was 

offered to boys in grade five. The goal of Game On! is to provide boys a fun environment 

to be themselves, get active and to gain information about making informed choices 

about active living, balanced eating and feeling good. The main priority, of course, is to 

have fun while doing so! 
 

The MUSIC PROGRAM at Goulds Elementary has enjoyed another successful year 

celebrating students’ music and arts based learning.  Students experienced music through 

movement, listening, creating  and making with Orff and other instruments as well as 

technology.  Students in our elementary grades also had the opportunity to participate in 

grade level choirs, guitar club and drama club. Each student participated in a grade level 

performance assembly or evening concert for parents and friends. Our elementary choir 

students participated in the annual NLTA Christmas Suite and as well as other 

community events such as the Petty Harbour Maddox Cove Seniors’ Christmas Dinner 

and Amalgamated Academy Virtual Folk Festival.  The highlight of the choirs and drama 

club year was their musical presentation called Pirates. Over 85 elementary students 

worked together to present a special evening performance for parents and students.  It 

was truly a wonderful learning experience in the arts for all.  Students and teachers are 

already sharing ideas and suggestions for projects for next year.    

 

The PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM at École Goulds Elementary tries to make a 

difference in the life of each student by providing the knowledge, skills and opportunities 

for children to be physically active. Students were given a variety of opportunities to be 

active throughout the school year. A six-week skating program for K-5 students was very 

successful. An intramural softball, soccer, dodgeball, volleyball, basketball and team 

handball program took place at lunchtimes for students in grades 4 & 5. The gym was 

used after school and in the evenings by our school basketball teams. In September and 

October, a number of our students participated in a cross-country running competition 

held in St. John’s.  In addition, we had two basketball teams, made up of grade 3, 4 and 5 

girls. Both teams participated in numerous invitational and provincial basketball 

tournaments throughout the basketball season. Furthermore, some grade 5 students at 

École Goulds Elementary participated in the 7
th

 Annual Geoff Walsh Memorial Baseball 

Tournament. Our grade 4 & 5 boys participated in an after school floor hockey club from 

March – June. We had athletes from grade 4 and 5 participate in the Trackfest held at 

MUN fieldhouse.  We are very proud of the performances of all our students.  
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Also this year, our students participated in the Walk for Wishes (in support of the 

Janeway Children`s Wish Foundation) in September and the District-wide Living Healthy 

Commotion in October.  We continued our involvement in the Eastern Active Schools 

Project. We are committed to providing many opportunities for our students to be active 

because we know active and healthy children live better, learn better and grow up to be 

more active and healthy adults.  

 

                 

Our school participated in Tutors for Tuition again this year.  Selected Grade 3, 4 and  5 

students received tutoring from high school students in the areas of reading and math. 

Tutors were rewarded with certificates toward tuition in a post-secondary institution.  

 

The mission of our Pastoral Care Team is to help establish a sense of belonging and 

caring among the students and staff of École Goulds Elementary.  This committee offers 

assistance to families of students and staff when support is needed and we continue to 

celebrate birthdays by presenting each student with a Birthday Button, which was 

designed by one of our students. As well, LifeTouch Studios provides a birthday photo 

for each student and his/her birthday is announced on his/her special day. This year we 

also continued our Adopt-a-Family Program. This program is funded by donations from 

parents. It allows us the opportunity to support families in our school community who are 

going through difficult financial times. For example, this year we supported some 

families with gift cards for supermarkets to help with the cost of purchasing food.  

 

The Big Buddy Prefect Program continued this year with much success.  Grades four 

and five students freely gave up their recess and lunch breaks to volunteer with students 

in the lower grades.  They were wonderful role models for our younger students.  

School Lunch Helpers continued this year.  Our grade 5 students volunteered to assist 

with our hot school lunch program. 

 The Parent/Guardian Volunteer Program continued this year.  Parents/Guardians 

offered assistance in the office, in classrooms, in the Resource Center & coaching our 

basketball teams. They also accompanied classes on field trips and assisted teachers with 

various classroom activities. Parent/Guardian volunteers have helped make our 

Breakfast Club and Kiss & Ride Program a great success again this year. Students who 

wish to have breakfast at school can do so five mornings a week in our cafeteria.  On 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays we offer students the choices of cereal, yogurt, toast 

and fruit and on Tuesdays and Thursdays we offer cheese strings, yogurt, and fruit. We 

are very appreciative for the support of the Kids Eat Smart Foundation in providing 

funding to our Breakfast Program. This funding has contributed to its overwhelming 

success. 

 

École Goulds Elementary continues to have a very successful Recycling & 

Environmental Program. A monthly incentive program helped create awareness in our 

students about the importance of keeping our earth clean and beautiful as well as 

educating them about the impact that they can have on their environment. Students take 
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an active part in this program at École Goulds Elementary. Teams of students are 

responsible for collecting the daily recyclables and depositing them in the designated 

areas. The recycling/environmental committee is also happy to help promote any contests 

outside of school, which helps bring awareness to environmental issues.  

 

Each day children bring in recyclables and deposit them in our recycling shed regularly.  

Monies raised from this program were used to purchase quality children’s literature, 

technology such as Smart Boards & computers and other items to enhance the learning 

environment at École Goulds Elementary.  

 

Ecole Goulds Elementary received its eighth ArtsSmarts grant this year from the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council. This grant allowed our grade 4 & 5 students 

the opportunity to emphasize the cross-curricular approach that exists between the arts 

and science. Our grade 5 project focused on a socials studies unit in exploring their 

heritage and artist Jennifer Morgan taught the students how to create their own mini 

graphic book to display their discoveries . In grade 4, artist Susan Parsons showed the 

students drawing techniques using fountain pens and ink, as well as watercolour. The 

focus for this project was the connection to Newfoundland landscapes from the past to 

the present. The students then displayed a collection of art pieces throughout the school. 

 

 

Partnerships  

 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Kids Eat Smart Foundation offers financial 

assistance to the École Goulds Elementary Breakfast Program. We work collaboratively 

with the Goulds Hoopsters and other community groups to provide access to our 

gymnasium after school hours. In return they make financial contributions, which allow 

us to provide valuable learning resources for our students. Executive Taxi has been a 

wonderful support to our students and has been very generous in contributing financially 

to our school. The Lions, Leos & Lioness Clubs of the Goulds Area also supported 

École Goulds Elementary this year by providing funding which enabled us to purchase 

another Phonic Ear System for one of our classrooms.  This year we once again entered a 

partnership with Memorial University involving funding and professional development 

for promoting science education in Grade 2 students.   

 

 

We have ongoing partnerships with community businesses such as Bidgoods, The Big R, 

Tim Hortons, Subway, the Corner Store, Keith’s Diner, Goulds Arena, Alex Foley’s 

Martial Arts, Peter’s Pizza, Memories Forever, Creative Kids Daycare, Needs 

Convenience, Ashley Feltam School of Dance, the Goulds Rec Centre, Sylvia Pearl 

Designs, Sobeys, JJL Contracting, South Hills Designs, Shoppers Drug Mart, Jenkins 

Power Sheet Metal Inc, and Carolyn’s Creations. 

 

Together we ensure our students receive the best possible educational experiences.
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Summary Report on the School’s Most Current Data  

 
The following section reviews our school’s most current data.  It reflects progress we have made in Language Arts, Math and 
identifies some areas we need to address in individual grades. We used this data to determine success in some of our strategies and 
to adjust the objectives for the coming year.  
 
In the 2014-15 academic year Grade 3 students across the province participated in a Language Arts Provincial Assessment. This 
assessment provides a common standard to assess student performance in Language Arts based on outcomes, which represent 
provincial curriculum at the end of Grade 3.  Provincial Assessments indicate how well students independently achieve the provincial 
outcomes.  The information obtained will be used by: the Department of Education to evaluate the effectiveness of provincial 
programs; the District to determine professional development initiatives; the School to determine strengths and needs; and the 
individual teachers to plan activities to meet the needs of their students. 
 
We have also reviewed our internal school data as collected from our June 2015 report cards. 
 

Provincial Assessment Data 
 

Reading Records for Grades 1 and 2 

 

Grade 1: Percentage of Students (in June) at or above the Provincial benchmark 

 

Grade 1 Enrolment =          103         

  

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

53.5 60.2 60.2 63.2 60.2 59.3 60.8 54.7 53.7 59.7 52.0 51.4 

 

What do these results tell us? 

 

- Our Grade 1 students are reading above the District and Provincial average. 

- While above the District and Provincial Average we still want to work on bringing this percentage even higher.  
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Grade 2: Percentage of Students (in June) at or above the Provincial benchmark 

 

Grade 2 Enrolment =          94         

 

 

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

69.1 68.1 66.9 66.2 66.9 65.5 65.8 61.6 60.5 61.8 54.7 54.9 

 

What do these results tell us? 

- Over the past 3-4 school years, the average number of students reading at or above the Provincial Grade 2 benchmark has slowly 

declined. 

- Every year we have been above the District and Province average, but we still have work to do to bring more students to an 

acceptable reading level. 
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Provincial Assessment data by strand for Grade 3 

 

Grade 3 Mathematics 

 

Grade 3 Enrolment =          92         

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Number 

Concepts 
80.2 78.5 78.3    67.3 71.7 72.9    

 Number 

Operations 
77.2 72.8 72.5    61.6 64.3 65.5    

    Shape and 

Space 
      78.0 73.9 74.8    

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

 Number 

Concepts 
      57.8 73.7 75.9    

 Number 

Operations 
      40.7 53.5 55.4    

    Shape & 

Space 
      65.8 61.9 64.5    

    Mental Math       75.9 82.2 83.8    

    Problem 

Solving 
85.7 83.5 82.6    51.8 54.2 56.4    

    Reasoning   73.5 72.9 72.2    20.2 31.9 34.4    

Communication 70.4 74.4 73.4    20.2 31.9 34.4    

 

What do these results tell us? 
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- There were no Provincial Math Assessments completed in 2014-15.  Based on the 2013-14 Provincial Assessment results, we are 

significantly below the District and Provincial average in the area of Number concepts, number operations, mental math and 

reasoning & communication.   

 

 

Grade 3 English Language Arts From 2014-15 

 

Grade 3 Enrolment =          92          

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Reading 71.6 67.8 67.5 74.8 73.0 72.7    87.7 84.0 83.6 

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations  

 Demand 

Writing 
81.3 81.5 81.7 51.9 65.3 64.4    73.8 75.1 73.4 

 Poetic/Fiction 57.8 48.8 47.9 79.6 66.9 65.2    79.0 72.0 71.0 

 Informational 

     Non-Fiction 
73.4 64.3 64.4 84.2 80.3 80.1    91.8 82.7 82.5 

 

What do these results tell us? 

- In the areas of Reading, Poetic/Fictional and Informational/Non-Fiction our Grade 3 students did really well, achieving above 

both the District and Province. 

- In the area of Demand Writing, our Grade 3 students performed slightly lower than the District.  This will continue to be an area 

of focus for 2015-16. 
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Internal Assessment Data  

 

Upon reviewing our June report card data, the following report card indictors were of concern.   Below are the Language Arts and 

Math indicators that need to be supported for this school year.   

 

Primary Language Arts 

 

 

Report Card 

Indicator 

Reads and Views a variety of texts 

with understanding  

 (% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

Uses a variety of strategies to write 

/ represent effectively 

(% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

Responds personally and critically 

to a range of texts  

 (% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

English Kindergarten  100 98 100 

French Kindergarten 100 96 100 

English Grade 1 80 85 81 

French Grade 1 93 78 96 

English Grade 2 77 83 84 

French Grade 2 80 90 90 

English Grade 3 84 81 84 

French Grade 3 94 89 89 

 

 

Primary Math 

 

 

Report Card Indicator Demonstrates and Communicates 

Mathematical Reasoning 

(% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

Uses Problem Solving in a variety of contexts  

(% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

Kindergarten 100 NA 

Grade 1 84 91 

Grade 2 81  85 

Grade 3 86 87 
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Elementary Language Arts 

 

 

Report Card 

Indicator 

Reads and Views a variety of 

texts with understanding  

 (% with ratings of 4 & 5) 

Uses a variety of strategies to 

write / represent effectively 

(% with ratings of 4 & 5) 

Responds personally and critically to 

a range of texts  

(% with ratings of 4 & 5) 

English Grade 4 84 84 90 

French Grade 4 100 100 96 

English Grade 5 91 95 95 

French Grade 5 75 80 100 

 

Elementary Math 

 

Report Card Indicator Demonstrates and Communicates 

Mathematical Reasoning 

(% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

Uses Problem Solving in a variety of 

contexts  

(% with ratings of 3, 4 & 5) 

Grade 4 85 92 

Grade 5 91 89 

  

 

What do these results tell us? 

There were some math correlations between external and internal data.  For example: In Math Reasoning and Communication in grade 

4 only 36% scored at a 4/5 level and on the corresponding Provincial Assessment data only 20% were at or exceeding the grade level 

cut score.  This gives validity to our approach to assessment at our school.  

 

In reviewing the External and Internal data, we need to work on the following areas in 2015-16: 

- Estimation 

- Number Lines 

- Subtraction with regrouping 

- Problem solving 

- Reasoning and Communication 

- Demand Writing 

- Reading Strategies 
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School Climate Survey Results 

Parent Results  

  96% - feel their child is safe at school.  

 88%  - feel school is a place where their child likes to be  

 88%  - feel their child finds school work interesting  

 48% - feel that their child can get help with their school work from others at school if needed  

 65% - feel that their child can easily access programs and services at their school to get help with their school work if needed  

 51% - feel that their child is satisfied with the opportunities to participate in science activities at their school  

 

Teacher Results  

  100% - I am satisfied with the quality of teaching at my school  

 29%  - I am satisfied with the opportunity students to participate in science activities at school 

 68%  - I feel that students are safe on the school bus 

 Between 20-25% of teachers who completed the survey stated they had heard of or incidences of students being bullied  - 

physically, verbally or indirectly.   

 

Student Results:  

  50 % of students are agree they are satisfied with school is a fun place to be, school is clean and school work is fun (**This is 

an average, noting females had higher satisfaction rates)  

 75%  of students agree about the school’s learning opportunities with 91% agreeing they learn new things at school. However, 

only 38% agree that their parents help them with their school work when needed.   

 76% of students agree upon a positive school climate.   However, under that umbrella, only 41% feel students are kind to each 

other. 

 70% of students agree upon school safety issues, including feeling safe at recess, lunchtime, in their classroom, at gym and the 

school grounds.  However, only 37% agree they feel safe in the washroom and 63% feel safe on the bus and school entrances.   

  19% of students agreed with bullying and harassment statements, regarding pushing and shoving, name calling and bring 

excluded from activities.  

 

What do these results tell us? 

- We need to do more to communicate with parents the various science related activities that students are involved with on a regular 

basis. 

- We need to work more on acts of kindness. 

- Greater focus on washroom and school bus safety. 
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Overall, our school is doing quite well in comparison to the District and Province.  However, we are not willing to accept “quite well” 

as an acceptable performance level, our plan is to keeping improving our teaching and learning to help support all of our students in 

achieving their potential.   

 

Our School Development Plan will keep us focused on the specific needs of our school based on the previous data.  We have decided 

to keep the same objectives for 2015-16. 

 

 

Report on School Development Plan for Previous Year  

 
The school year 2014-15 was the fifth year of our School Development Plan. Over the past year we have addressed the objectives of 
our plan through identified strategies and actions. Our data indicates that we have had some success in meeting our intended 
outcomes.   
 
Below is a list of the goals and objectives of our 2014-15 plan along with an evaluation of each objective. 
 

Goal 1. : To increase student achievement across the curriculum through enhanced learning within an inclusive environment 

Objective 1.1 To increase the knowledge and utilization of diverse 

teaching strategies / use of technology through staff collaboration 

/sharing of best practices within and outside the school 

Objective 1.2 To increase the knowledge and utilization of common 

assessment strategies/report card practices  through staff collaboration and 

sharing of best practices within and outside the school 
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Evaluation 1.1 
- Grade level sharing was done on PD close out (2 teachers from St. Bernards 

attended).  PD focus on the use of the iPads, integrating into the curriculum and 

organizing apps into workable folders. 

- Now using the app “Class” by SeeSaw to document student work, Symbaloo, 

Class Dojo 

- Various teacher literature-based resources available within school (photocopy 

room) 

- BAS PD, Enrichment PD, Family of schools sharing session 

- Google drive (gradefiveteacherssharing) 

- French Immersion Quebec Winter Carnival activities 

- Buddy reading (Flashlight Friday), Digital Citizenship in resource center 

- Ipads to create an  interview for Social Studies, Photo Essays, Listening 

centers (Tumblebooks) 

 Webinars on literacy, Dreambox, Barbara Colarosso Workshop on 

assessment, new curriculum  for language arts, Autism PD 

-  

- We have benefited greatly from the use of  iPads in our classrooms, kids are 

transferring knowledge from Dreambox,  and are using information that they 

learned from digital citizenship classes with Marina 

- Grade level discussion regarding Apps/website to complement reading strategies 

- Development of comprehension questions on recognized and standardized 

reading passages. 

- Consistently promoted inclusive learning environments  

- Many grade levels used classroom rotations based on subject areas. 

- Teacher schedules included inclusion planning time 

- Teachers continued to employ groupings based on interest, ability, personal 

interactions, etc… 

- Co-teaching with IRT at grade level in language arts and math. 

- Buddy reading program; buddy writing with kindergartens 

- Developed various word work activities for Literacy Blocks 

-       Staff meetings and grade level meetings also were used to share ideas and  

practices.   

-      Math rotations (ability base) 

-      Use of staff expertise throughout each grade level 

-      Use of LRT for technology 

-      Ipads for QR codes, Prezis, ShowMe Videos, classroom webpages 

-      STEM grant 

-      ArtSmart Grant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation 1.2 

-     Exit and entrance cards for mathematics  

-     Common assessments for end of term  

-     Grade level meetings and discussion around assessments and report 

card indicators 

- Common assessments for each report indicator 

-  School  closeout for grade level planning and sharing 

- BAS PD to improve consistency in reading record assessments. 

- Hosted collegial sharing PD 
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Goal 2. : To create a positive healthy atmosphere that fosters respect and wellness within our school community. 

Objective 2.1 Implement “best practices” to increase student and staff  feelings of 

being valued, cared for and respected in school environment 
Objective 2.2 Encourage consistent implementation of PBS 

program  
Evaluation 2.1 
- Autism awareness day  

Safe and caring (Week of activities focus on inclusion, respect, tolerance, etc.) 

- Promoted regular Pink t-shirt days, Fruity Fridays & Wasteless Wednesdays 

- Our students are recognized through daily class activities, as well as school-wide 

communication.  Wall displays, website, twitter and newsletters were also used well to 

acknowledge students, staff and volunteers.   

- In Kindergarten, our Language Units focus on positive self-image.   

- This year more of our bearpaw parties included physical activities.  In our classrooms we 

use more body breaks.  Outside physical activities are discussed in lessons on safety, 

groups and the seasons.   

-       Remembrance Day assembly and display 

- -     School leaving ceremony  

-       Close collegial collaboration 

-       Use of Playground when possible, snowshoeing ,Winter Carnival 

-       Sports Day, Fit Kids 

-       Yearend memory books 

-       Helper of the day 

-      Oral presentations (show and tell) 

-       March Nutrition Month (gr.1 curriculum) 

-      Teddy Bear Picnic 

-      Spooky Halloween Breakfast, Christmas Waffle Breakfast, Valentine Pancake Breakfast, 

Apple Day 

-        Roots of Empathy Program, Friendship circles, Big Buddies 

-       Go Girls 

-       Game On! 

-       Staff socials  

-       Good news in Communigrams, school website, the Telegram and ESDNL website  

-       New staff welcomed and included in grade level planning 

-       Healthy Treats 

-      School Milk Presentation 

-       Jingle Hop 

-       Earth Rangers Presentation 

-       Skating program, Intramurals , Walk for Wishes, Sweat-a-thon 

-       Brain Breaks and Body movement breaks 

Evaluation 2.2  
- Most classes consistently use bear paw rewards in class to promote 

positive behavior.  

- Daily Bear Paw check “Paws for thought” 

-       Highlight expectations on matrix frequently 

- As issues arise an email is sent home 

- Parents are made aware of positive behavior and bear paw parties 

- Code of Conduct was completed and made available to the school 

community 

-      Activities to promote healthy social relationships and increase autism 

awareness. 

-   Addition of  digital citizenship to our the matrix  

-    Pink shirt days are continuing. 

-    Parents reminded of the difference between conflict vs. bullying. 

-    Curriculum night used to address issues concerning inappropriate use of 

social media related to school issues. 

-      Daily Bear Paw check “Paws for thought” 

-      Highlight expectations on matrix frequently 

-     Concerns were discussed at grade level meetings and at staff meetings 

and addressed through these channels. 



                                                                                                                                             

Annual School Development Report                                                                                                       Page 20 

Operational Issues Report 2014-15 

 

Operational Issue Action Evaluation 

Technology 

Infrastructure 

Update classroom computers Ongoing 

 

Planning time  

To work towards providing time within the schedule and 

substitute time for planning opportunities 
Continuing to seek innovative ways to create time 
within the school day 

PD To seek out effective PD opportunities        Many guest speakers brought in to deliver high caliber 
PD 

 

Scheduling/ IRT 

To provide scheduling that effectively fosters inclusion 

within the grade levels/ school 
Creative scheduling to offer inclusion planning time 
during the day 

Space and storage of 

specialty resources  

To find more effective organizational methods of sharing 

resources (science materials etc) 
Extra classroom space being set up for storage and 
sharing of resources. 

French resources 

 

To provide funds for resources and continue to advocate for 

current French resources  
Funding provided for French resources 

Update resources Continue to advocate for current curricular resources Ongoing 
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Actions for Change  

 
Goal 1. To increase student achievement across the curriculum through enhanced learning within an inclusive environment 

Objective 1.1 To increase the knowledge and utilization of 

diverse teaching strategies / use of technology through staff 

collaboration /sharing of best practices within and outside the 

school 

Objective 1.2 To increase the knowledge and utilization of common 

assessment strategies/report card practices  through staff collaboration and 

sharing of best practices within and outside the school 
 

 

Actions for Change 1.1 

We have decided to continue in 2015-16 with this objective 

and its strategies. 

Actions for Change 1.2 

We have decided to continue in 2015-16 with this objective and its 

strategies. 

 

 
 

Goal 2. To create a positive healthy atmosphere that fosters respect and wellness within our school community. 
 

Objective 2.1 Implement “best practices” to increase student and 

staff  feelings of being valued, cared for and respected in school 

environment 

Objective 2.2 Encourage consistent implementation of PBS program  

 

Actions for Change 2.1  

We have decided to continue in 2015-16 with this objective 

and its strategies. 

Actions for Change 2.2 

We have decided to continue in 2015-16 with this objective and its 

strategies. 
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School Development Plan for Current Year  

 

One Year School Development Plan   2015-16 
 

Goal 1: To increase student achievement across the curriculum through enhanced learning within an inclusive environment  
  

Objective 1.1 Objective 1.2   

To increase the knowledge and utilization of diverse teaching strategies / use 

of technology through staff collaboration /sharing of best practices within and 

outside the school  

To increase the knowledge and utilization of common assessment 

strategies/report card practices  through staff collaboration and 

sharing of best practices within and outside the school    

Strategies:  

1.1.1 Expose teachers to diverse instructional strategies including various 

technology tools through staff sharing and outside PD  

1.1.2 Identify concrete, specific, instructional strategies for teachers to use 

with students and compile a `tool box` 

1.1.3 Focus on Numeration to develop a consistent vocabulary and strategies 

to use to increase student understanding/learning. 

1.1.4    Initiate partnerships within the school (between grade levels (ie: gr.1& 

2, gr. 2 &3) for collaboration on instruction  

1.1.5 Develop activities/lessons/assessments that incorporate student use of 

technology (Digital Citizenship) 

1.1.6   Develop activities to promote reading and demand writing skills – grade 

level story box, brag walls, publish writing pieces, buddy reading 

Strategies:  

1.2.1  Develop a framework that includes a collection of practice and 

assessment questions and exemplars for math focusing on numeration  

1.2.2    Encourage use of apps in teaching – ``app``y hour 

1.2.3    Develop a list of suitable apps for each grade level 

1.2.4    Create a survey for grade level teachers regarding technology 

practices. 

1.2.5    Create school procedures for maintaining literacy profiles. 

1.2.6    Schedule common times for teachers to work on report 

cards/assessments allowing collaboration with administration. 

  

Indicators of Success:  

1.1.1 Observed practice and staff discussions  

1.1.2 Schedule of co-teaching sessions  

1.1.3 Records of visits/sharing, and PD provided 

1.14 Focus groups created, feedback from teachers to determine success of 

focus groups  

 1.1.5 Use of technology to support instruction.  

1.1.1/1.1.4/1.1.5  Record of PD sessions attended  

1.1.6  Improvement in work samples and results from internal/external data 

Indicators of Success:  

1.2.1  File or record of activities, lessons, or assessments, 

improvement in mathematic scores  

1.2.1 Analysis of internal and external results  

1.2.1  Increased use of common assessments  

1.2.2 Collegial sharing of new app usage  

1.2.3  Analysis of work samples and results from internal/external 

data 
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1.1.5  Completion of Internet Safety program for elementary students 

Goal 1. Support Plan   

Financial Professional Development/Time Required 
 

1.1.1/1.1.3/1.1.5/1.2.2   Funds for PD – facilitator?  

1.1.1/1.1.5    Resources – DI lessons (materials)  

1.1.1/1.1.4/1.1.5/1.2.1 Upgrade network and/or technology  

1.1.1/1.1.3/1.1.4/1.1.5/1.2.1/1.2.2 Close-out days /sub time/Creative 

delivery of PD sessions       

1.1.1/1.1.2/1.1.3/1.1.4/1.1.5/1.2.1/1.2.2 Flexible scheduling to allow 

grade level teachers and IRTs to meet  
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Goal 2: To create a positive healthy atmosphere that fosters respect and wellness within our school community. 

Objective 2.1 Objective2.2 

Implement “best practices” to increase student and staff  feelings of 

being valued, cared for and respected in school environment 

Encourage consistent implementation of PBS program   

Strategies: 

2.1.1Foster age appropriate, ongoing awareness activities(to be 

implemented in your every day curriculum), school wide to promote 

healthy social relationships, stand up to peer pressure, solve problems 

successfully and explore their world with courage.   

 

2.1.2 Recognizing and building awareness of childhood anxiety (family 

education). 

2.1.3 Continue to expand our playground to foster cooperation, 

teamwork, and a sense of belonging. 

 

2.1.4  PD for teachers on strategies for addressing student anxieties. 

 

 

 

Strategies: 

2.2.1  The Minor, Middle and Major needs to be consistently and 

constantly enforced by ALL staff members. 

2.2.2  Visual reminders to encourage PBS behaviours 

 

2.2.3 Build parental awareness of school positive behavioural supports 

(student agenda). 

 

2.2.4 Regularly review and discuss washroom and bus expectations 

Indicators of Success: 

2.1.1   Emotional thermometers, Fill Your Bucket, Self Validation 

(mirror activity).   

 

2.1.2   Seminars, information sessions, open discussion with parents and 

students.  Invite outside agencies such as RNC, Janeway Resource 

Centre, church group, etc…   

 

 

Indicators of Success: 

2.2.1 Less incident and accident reports. 

 

2.2.2 Public positive feedback on the PA from administrators and a 

student announcing why/how their class received a bear paw that week. 

 

 

Goal 2. Support Plan 

Financial Professional Development/Time Required 

2.1.1 Literature and materials needed to make things to place on 

walls for students to believe in themselves and remind themselves 

that they are good people and special.  

 

2.1.2 Any monies needed to accommodate outside agencies to go 

use in their information sessions. 

 

2.2.1 Regular review and staff meeting discussions of PBS 

expectations/success 

 

2.1.2  P.D. on building student self-esteem. 

 

2.1.3 P.D. and time to find programs/strategies to help students and parents 

cope with anxiety.  Time to implement them in the classroom. 
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Operational Issues for 2015-16 
 

Operational Issue Intended Action 

Technology Infrastructure Update classroom computers 

 

Planning time  

To work towards providing time within the schedule and substitute time for planning opportunities 

PD To seek out effective PD opportunities        

 

Scheduling/ IRT 

To provide scheduling that effectively fosters inclusion within the grade levels/ school 

Space and storage of specialty 

resources  

To find more effective organizational methods of sharing resources (science materials etc) 

French resources 

 

To provide funds for resources and continue to advocate for current French resources  

Update resources Continue to advocate for current curricular resources 

 

 

 

 

2.1.3 Seek outside community partnerships and use school 

fundraised monies to purchase new equipment for our playground. 

 

 

 

 


