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Our Vision: 

Cowan Heights Elementary is dedicated to providing a safe, collaborative, positive 

atmosphere that nurtures the mind, body, heart and spirit.  We are growing as a school 

community, through mutual respect, acceptance, shared decision-making and positive 

role models. We believe in learners who will take risks, assume responsibility and 

empower each other to be leaders in a changing world.  
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
June 2015 

 

 
 

This school development report for the 2014-15 school year outlines your school’s 

successes and highlights matters such as student achievement and professional 

development. 

 

The formulation of a school development report is the result of significant planning and 

input from the entire school community. A thorough plan lays the foundation for a 

productive and successful school year and will be beneficial to every member of the 

school community, most importantly the students of your school. 

 

As we conclude the first year of the District’s 2014-2017 Strategic Plan, I would like to 

thank our school communities, administrators, teachers, support staff, school councils and 

community volunteers for their participation and input. Your efforts to develop and 

implement previous plans have helped to ensure a focus on student success and 

achievement at all levels. I sincerely thank all involved for the work undertaken as 

enhanced collaboration within our school communities sets a great example for our 

students. 

 

School development reports outline some amazing and encouraging initiatives and I am 

proud to see the great work being undertaken by schools throughout the Newfoundland 

and Labrador English School District. Looking forward, I am optimistic about the 

progress we will make as we continue to build upon these plans and continue to provide a 

quality education for every student in our District. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

                                    
Darrin Pike 

CEO/Director of Education 

Newfoundland and Labrador English School District 
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Message from Principal 
 

It is a pleasure to present the Annual School Development Report for Cowan Heights 

Elementary for the 2014-15 school year.  The purpose of this report is to provide you 

with information regarding our school community, programs and partnerships that have 

been developed, and our achievements during the last year, while also providing an 

overview of our current School Development Plan. 

  

The School Development Plan for Cowan Heights Elementary focuses on two major 

goals.  The first goal is: To foster diverse teaching, learning and assessment practice in an 

inclusive environment aligned with 21st Century Learning Skill. The second goal is: To 

provide a respectful, inclusive and socially just environment for all.  

 

Cowan Heights Elementary school community continues to be very supportive as we 

work together to improve and celebrate student achievement.  With our continuous hard 

work and dedicated students, parents and staff we look forward to continuing to create an 

inclusive, caring and high achieving learning environment for our students. 

 

We are very proud of the efforts of our students and school community and at this time 

we would like to thank all members for helping to make this another great year.  The 

overwhelming support that has been provided by the teachers, parents, support staff, 

school council, and most importantly, the children, continues to be amazing. It is a well 

known fact that a child’s educational experience is greatly enhanced when parents value 

education and become involved with the school environment.  Thank you for your 

tremendous support. 

 

Yours in Education 

 

 

Denise Coady      

Principal        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Annual School Development Report                                                                                                       Page 4 

Message from School Council 
 

The Cowan Heights School Council saw another full and productive year in 2014-2015.  

We welcomed two new parent representatives Tara Stack and Kelly Hudson to fill vacant 

positions. There were no other changes to council this year.  

As in previous years the council was presented the school development plan by the 

schools administrators and it remained an agenda item throughout the year with updates 

on progress. 

Our major initiative for the year was planning and executing the schools’ first dinner and 

auction fundraiser which took place in February.  While there was a separate sub-

committee established for this event we had representatives from council on the 

committee. School council was updated regularly on the progress of the committee and 

was provided a post event summary.  Overall it was a very successful event which helped 

generate funds to assist in improving the literacy needs of the school both in the resource 

center and classrooms.  It was agreed that we would hold another event in April 2016. 

Previous fundraising efforts had allowed the school to improve on the AV equipment in 

the gym/auditorium.  One part of this was the purchase of a new screen to be used for 

presentations to the students and use during school concerts.  It was decided to use the 

new equipment to host a movie night in December at the school.  This event was free for 

all children and caregivers.  It proved to be a nice inclusive event which helped build 

school/community spirit and highlight some of the items that fundraised money goes 

towards. 

In the spirit of inclusiveness council also agreed to make changes to their annual 

Halloween event. We changed from an evening event that we charged admission for to an 

event that took place in the school that all kids could take part in free of charge and 

parents were welcomed to attend.  The feedback from the students and parents was 

overwhelming positive so it was agreed by council to continue the event for the following 

school year. 

We continued to work on recruiting volunteers for the Kiss and Ride program.  Overall 

the program continues to grow and improvements with flow of traffic during peak 

morning times has improved as well as overall parking lot safety. 

One of the final activities that council was a part of was the NLESD decision to move our 

late French immersion students to Beaconsfield for grade 7 instead of remaining at 

Cowan Heights.  This impacted 11 students.  A representative from council attended the 

information session offered to impacted parents by the NLESD and presented questions 

regarding the process.  Council made itself available to the parents impacted should they 

wish to raise any other questions after the fact. 

As Chair of the School Council at Cowan Heights I would like to extend my sincere 

thanks to all the parents, teachers, support staff and administrators who volunteered their 

time this year to participate on council, the fundraising committee, kiss and ride and all 

other activities that took place throughout the year.  Without this high level of 

engagement we would not have been able to provide the large number of successful 

activities that we saw in the 2014-2015 school year.  

 

Rob Harvey 

Chair
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Overview of School (2 – 3 pages) 

 

Our School Community 
 

Cowan Heights Elementary, located on Canada Drive, in St. John’s, opened in 1975. Its 

boundaries include west of Cowan Avenue to Burgeo Street and that section of Frecker 

Drive that is west of Cowan Avenue.  Brookfield Estates is also zoned to Cowan Heights 

Elementary.  The school is part of the Newfoundland and Labrador English School 

District, which has 259 schools in the district with approximately 67 000 students and 

over 8000 employees.  The school currently has an enrolment of approximately 380 

students and offers grades Kindergarten to Grade 7.  In addition to two streams of English 

classes at many grade levels, French Immersion is offered from K-7 and Intensive Core 

French is offered in Grade 6.  At Grade 7, we offer English, Early French Immersion, and 

Late French Immersion.     
 

 

This year we had a total of 31 full-time and part-time educators, which included 20.5 

classroom teachers and 5.50 special services personnel.  We have full time specialist 

teachers in the areas of Music, Physical Education and Guidance, a half time Learning 

Resource teacher, as well as the support of 6 student assistants.  The school also has the 

services of one seven hour secretary and three maintenance personnel (one maintenance 

custodian, one night custodian and one night cleaner). In addition to staff based at the 

school, we have itinerant staff, including a Speech Language Pathologist and Band 

teachers for Grades 5, 6 and 7.  We avail of services from District Office staff including 

English Second Language teacher, Hard of Hearing Itinerant, Autism Itinerant and an 

Educational Psychologist.  
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Key Highlights/Special Projects 

 

Heritage Fair 

In March we held the school’s annual Heritage Fair.  Interested students in the grades 4-7 

prepared projects and volunteer judges from outside the school community viewed the 

projects.  Several projects were selected to attend the regional fair.  All students 

representing Cowan Heights Elementary were fantastic ambassadors for our school.  

They were polite, articulate, bright, enthusiastic and more than willing and able to answer 

questions clearly and concisely.     

 

 

Public Speaking 

Students in Grades 4-7 participated in our annual Public Speaking event in May.  Several 

students moved on to the finals, which took place in the evening with parents and 

families in attendance.  

 

Turning Points Program 

Our Grade 7 students had the opportunity to read, write, think about, and discuss their 

fundamental values as part of the Turning Points Program.   Teachers who have 

experience with the program have noted that there is much potential for character 

exploration and development as students work through the various activities and engage 

in discussions as part of the writing process in the English Language Arts curriculum.    

 

Extra-curricular 

Students participated in NLAA Cross Country Running in the Fall.  Our Grade 5/6 boys 

basketball team participated in NLBA Provincial tournament and our Grade 4/5 girls 

basketball team played some exhibition teams from other school.  Gym time was 

available to students in the mornings and at lunch for physical activity. 

 

Chess Club  
Chess Club was offered weekly by two volunteers. The club is open to all students of 

Cowan Heights Elementary regardless of age or skill level. We hosted two in-school 

tournaments and had a team attended NL School Team Championships.  CHE were the 

top 2015 Elementary Chess Team Champions. 

 

 

Drama Club  

Students in Grades 4-7 had the opportunity to attend Drama Club after school.  

Performances were held twice a year for students and families.  The Grade 7 Drama 

Program performed at the Regional Drama Festival. They opened up the festival with an 

excellent performance of the play ‘Pay Phone’ at the LSPU Hall that earned them two 

awards. Outstanding job by everyone involved. 
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International Dance Day 

Cowan Heights Elementary students celebrated International Dance day again this year.  

Our students joined with thousands of other children and adults in Canada (and around 

the world) to DANCE!  During lunch time, professional dance instructor Marie Steffen 

(also a CHE mom) lead interested students through a fun and active "Hip Hop Class".   

 

Leadership Group 

Students is Grade 7 showed leadership by taking on the lead role with the in house sound 

system for all assemblies and concerts.  They organized the movement of classes to the 

stage, setup microphones, balanced the sound system, and organized the stage for events.   

 

Partnerships  
 

During the course of the year, our students participate in several community based 

initiatives, such as Terry Fox Annual School Walk, International Walk to School Day, 

food drive for Community Food Sharing, Operation Christmas Child, VOCM Coats for 

Kids, UNICEF, Janeway Day in the Schools, and Shave for the Brave 

 

School Lunch Association 

Cowan Heights Elementary was delighted to partner with SLA and they started serving 

lunch at our school this year.  The mission of the School Lunch Association is to operate 

a non-stigmatizing program that provides hot, nutritious lunches to primary and 

elementary school children, regardless of their families’ ability to pay.  Students, staff 

and families have been very happy with this service.  During the 2014-15 school year, 

they served an average of 157 students each day and a total of 17 114 lunches for the 

year. 

 

Recycling Program 

For the past several years, in conjunction with Ever Green Recycling and the Multi 

Stewardship Board, we have a recycling program in place at our school.  Recycling days 

occur every Thursday.  Our Grade 6 Recycling team helped operate this program. 

 

Little Green Thumbs 

Little Green Thumbs is an indoor gardening program that gives elementary and high 

school students the opportunity to become food producers right in their own classroom! 

This hands on, inquiry-based education program helps young people value the health of 

themselves, the environment and their community.   

As students actively co-operate to care for their garden, they learn about nutrition, 

environmental stewardship, sustainable food systems, and community interdependence.   

Mme Godin class participated in this great program again this year. 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters – Mentoring, Go-Girls and Game On 

This year, our school continued to support Big Brothers Big Sisters in-school mentoring 

program.  Under the leadership of our guidance counselor, we offered the “Go Girls”.  Go 

girls! Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds is an exciting mentoring program being offered 

through Big Brothers Big Sisters for girls ages 11-14.  It occurred one lunch time a week 

for 8 weeks.  It is open to girls in grades 6 and 7 and the program uses mentors to provide 

girls with the information and support to make informed choices about healthy, active 

living.  We also offered Game On to Grade 6 and 7 boys. This is a similar program that is 

offered to boys.  Both programs were a great success. 

 

Roots of Empathy 

This year, we were pleased to have the “Roots of Empathy” program again in two of our 

classes.  Roots of Empathy is an evidence-based classroom program that raises the 

social/emotional competence in students and increases empathy.  Led by a teacher, 

students were visited monthly by a baby and her parents and watched her develop 

through important milestones in her first year of life.  The development of empathy 

through this process is overwhelming as students connected in a very compassionate and 

meaningful way with the babies and their parents.   

 

Royal Newfoundland Constabulary 

Our grade 6 students participated in the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E) 

Program that is offered through the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary.  Constable Foley 

delivered this very informative nine-week program that is designed to help our children 

learn how to resist pressure regarding alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, inhalants, and other 

drugs.   

 
St. John’s Regional Fire Department 

Students in Grade Kindergarten –Grade 3 participated in Learn Not to Burn program.  

Students received instruction from one of the inspectors on how to be safe if there is a 

fire. 

 

Spelling Bee 
Cowan Heights Elementary participated in our first Spelling Bee this year.  The Scripps 

National Spelling Bee program is sponsored by the Telegram.  At the regional Spelling 

Bee one of our students placed 2nd overall.
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Summary Report on the School’s Most Current Data  

 
School Development Plans are revised yearly using the most current data available to the school.  In this section, include an analysis 

of the school’s most current data, including both quantitative and qualitative data gathered at the provincial, district and school level. 

This data, along with the evaluation of last year’s objectives for each goal, help inform the development of the plan for the current 

year. If the reporting of any of this data compromises the anonymity of students, it should not be included. 

 

The data presented in this section should be summarized using bullet statements as well as tables (see templates).  Appropriate 

comparisons should be made to district and provincial data and standards where relevant.  Explanatory notes should be included where 

applicable to assist in the interpretation of data.  

 

Though all raw data pertinent to a school should be analyzed thoroughly at the school level, not all data needs to be reported in this 

section.  This section should include: 

 

Provincial Assessment Data 
 

Reading Records for Grades 1 and 2 

 

Grade 1: Percentage of Students (in June) at or above the Provincial benchmark 

 

Grade 1 Enrolment =          52         

  

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

56.5 60.2 60.2 53.9 60.2 59.3 54.6 54.7 53.7 34.6 52.0 51.4 

 

What do these results tell us? 

Our Grade 1 students performed below the District and Province in reading assessments. 
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Grade 2: Percentage of Students (in June) at or above the Provincial benchmark 

 

Grade 2 Enrolment =          39         

 

 

2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

65.5 68.1 66.9 50.0 66.9 65.5 69.0 61.6 60.5 54.6 54.7 54.9 

 

What do these results tell us? 

Our Grade 2 students performed slightly below the District and Province in reading assessments. 
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Provincial Assessment data by strand for grades 3, 6 and 9 

 

Grade 3 English Language Arts 

 

Grade 3 Enrolment =          48         

 

 

   

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Reading 74.8 67.8 67.5 77.4 73.0 72.7    88.9 84.0 83.6 

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations  

 Demand 

Writing 
88.9 81.5 81.7 70.5 65.3 64.4    90.8 75.1 73.4 

 Poetic/Fiction 56.7 48.8 47.9 76.2 66.9 65.2    78.6 72.0 71.0 

 Informational 

     Non-Fiction 
72.0 64.3 64.4 100.0 80.3 80.1    96.2 82.7 82.5 

 

What do these results tell us? 

-In the all areas of Reading, Demand Writing, Poetic and Informational, our Grade 3 students have performed  

above the District and Province. 

-Our Grade 3 students did extremely well in Demand Writing and Informational Non-Fiction. 

-There was no English Language Arts Assessment in 2013-14. 
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Grade 3 Mathematics 

 

Grade 3 Enrolment =          48         

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Number 

Concepts 
82.7 78.5 78.3    68.3 71.7 72.9    

 Number 

Operations 
75.2 72.8 72.5    61.9 64.3 65.5    

    Shape and 

Space 
      71.6 73.9 74.8    

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

 Number 

Concepts 
      63.6 73.7 75.9    

 Number 

Operations 
      53.3 53.5 55.4    

    Shape & 

Space 
      50.0 61.9 64.5    

    Mental Math       77.8 82.2 83.8    

    Problem 

Solving 
94.1 83.5 82.6    70.5 54.2 56.4    

    Reasoning   84.3 72.9 72.2    10.9 31.9 34.4    

Communication 88.2 74.4 73.4    10.9 31.9 34.4    

What do these results tell us? 

-We have shown a strong performance in Problem Solving last year, well over Region and Province. 

-We are below in other areas of mathematics assessment. 

-There was no Mathematics assessment in 2014-15. 
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Grade 6 English Language Arts 

 

Grade 6 Enrolment =          51         

 

 
2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

 Reading 73.5 71.6 71.1 83.1 79.0 78.5    90.3 81.5 81.0 

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

 Demand 

Writing 
71.4 74.8 74.9 81.5 78.9 76.5    92.5 86.0 85.1 

 Poetic/Fiction 55.3 49.9 50.4 90.4 83.6 82.1    95.7 86.6 86.3 

 Informational 

     /Non-Fiction 
68.9 57.3 58.6 92.7 83.9 83.6    100.0 89.6 89.2 

 

 

What do these results tell us? 

-In the all areas of Reading, Demand Writing, Poetic and Informational, our Grade 6 students have performed  

above the District and Province. 

-Our Grade 3 students did extremely well in Poetic and Informational Non-Fiction. 

-There was no English Language Arts Assessment in 2013-14. 
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Grade 6 Mathematics 

 

Grade 6 Enrolment =          51         

 

 
2011/12 2011/13 2013/14 2014/15 

School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province School Region Province 

Multiple Choice 

Number 

Concepts 
73.0 67.1 67.2    55.6 57.2 58.0    

Number 

Operations 
72.5 62.0 62.4    63.8 63.3 64.1    

Patterns & 

Relations 
      55.2 53.8 54.6    

Shape& 

Space 
      66.9 68.7 69.7    

Constructed Response: Percentage of students meeting/exceeding grade level expectations 

Number 

Concepts 
      54.3 60.0 61.6    

Number 

Operations 
      57.1 66.1 66.4    

Patterns & 

Relations 
      50.0 49.7 52.6    

Shape & 

Space 
      61.1 60.4 61.5    

Mental Math       85.7 76.1 76.7    

Problem 

Solving 
70.5 65.7 65.6    54.1 60.4 62.1    

Reasoning 70.5 58.3 58.9    50.0 50.7 52.7    

Communication 65.9 56.8 56.6    50.0 50.7 52.7    
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What do these results tell us? 

-Our students are doing very well in the area of Mental Math. 

-We are slightly below the province in other areas of mathematics assessment. 

-There was no Mathematic assessment in 2014-15. 
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Internal Assessment Data (synthesis of report card data to report trends) 

 

Brief overview (1 page maximum) 

As a school we also examine our own internal school data.  One source of internal data that we 

review is our report card data.  This is a valuable piece of data as we analyze student 

achievement for our school. 

 

On reflection of our June 2014 report card data, we will continue to focus on the areas of reading 

and writing.  The report card indicators; Uses strategies to read/view text and Uses a variety of 

strategies to write/represent effectively are areas that some of our students continue to need 

support.   

 

Report Card Data shows many of our students scoring 3 or higher. Our Grade 1 students this year 

had a high percentage (almost half) of students not yet demonstrating or demonstrating a 

beginning understanding in reading and writing.  The class was supported with both teacher and 

print resources to assist the students in their learning.  Our school fundraiser supported the 

purchase of much needed literacy resources for the classrooms.  Our school was also a one of 13 

pilot schools in the province that piloted an initiative from the Department of Education and 

Early Childhood Learning.  This program WTSSA- Working Together to Support Student 

Achievement is a model to support the development of reading and writing in students in K-3.  

Identified students worked with either the classroom teacher or an IRT teacher in supplementary 

or intensive reading groups.  This pilot will continue into the 2014-15 school year. 

 

It is important for our school to continue to examine best practices in our daily instruction and 

implement them in our classrooms.  As part of our School Development Plan, we not only look 

at improving teaching, but also our assessment practices to ensure it informs our instruction to 

best meet the needs of our students.  Students also develop their reading and writing skills when 

they are engaged in cross curricular activities, not only in Language Arts instruction.  We look 

forward to seeing gains in the reading and writing skills of our students with our continued focus 

in these areas. 
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Report on School Development Plan for Previous Year (2 – 3 pages) 

 
In the template below, write in the goal and objectives for each goal, and a brief evaluation of each objective (i.e., progress made to 

date in achieving the objective). The evaluation of last year’s objectives for each goal, with the analysis of the school’s current data, 

help inform the development of the plan for the current year.  

 

An evaluation of each objective includes: 

 Revisit the strategies and their respective indicators from the plan 

 Determine which strategies were successfully implemented and which were not, based on the indicators 

 Provide an explanation for those strategies that were unsuccessful 

 

Included in this section is an Operational Issues Report.  State the operational issues as outlined in the previous plan.  List the 

actions that were taken to address the issues as well as comment, in the evaluation section, on how effective the actions were. If the 

issue was not adequately addressed, it should be carried forward to the current plan with new actions. 

 

 

 

 

Goal 1. Goal 1: To foster diverse teaching, learning and assessment practice in an inclusive environment 

aligned with 21st Century Learning Skills 
 
 Objective 1.1: To increase students’  literacy 

development 
Objective 1.2: To increase students numeracy 

development 
Objective 1.3:  To incorporate technology 

effectively in classroom teaching and learning 
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Evaluation 1.1 

-We have a good start on the literacy 

portfolios as they have been practice at 

CHE for the last number of years.  

Recommend working on tracking form for 

the portfolios so that teachers can easily 

see/track students’ progress from year to 

year 

-Continued focus on implementation of 

literacy blocks as teachers are in varying 

stages in their learning in this structure 

-Classroom and library resources of books 

(English and French) received a big boost 

as this was the focus of our fundraising 

initiative 

-Writing rubric was distributed to teachers 

in a more concise form to help teachers; 

continued focus is recommended here to 

maintain our strong results  

 

 

 

 

Evaluation 1.2 

1.2.1  Complete and do again next year (To 

design and implement 100 day of school 

activities throughout school) 

1.2.2  Ongoing (To learn more about the 

use of technology and learning and 

implement in classrooms) 

1.2.3 Ongoing- discuss scheduling of 

submission with staff  (To highlight Math 

in School newsletter) 

1.2.4 Did not complete this year. 

Recommend for Fall of next year (To 

facilitate  a Family Math afternoon 

incorporating Math games)   

1.2.5 Delete. To be completed at the 

discretion of the individual teacher(to 

facilitate a Math game period once a cycle 

throughout the school) 

1.2.6   Completed through buddy reading 

and Math. Continue next year. (Scaffolding 

number and operations concepts with 

younger and older students working 

together)  

1.2.7 Done at the discretion of the 

individual teacher (Regular review of 

number sense and operations throughout 

the entire year) 

1.2.8 Ongoing-Depending on classroom 

teachers (Practice activities for home) 

Evaluation 1.3 

-The iPads are now up and running, so 

more opportunities are available for all 

students to avail of technology 

-Most teachers have a “Teacher iPad” 

-The computer lab is used on a daily basis 

by students at all grade levels 

-Some opportunities for children to use 

personal devices for learning experiences 

as well; particularly in grade 7 

-More time needed to collaborate with 

colleagues to plan with a focus on 

incorporating technology more effectively 

-Student – teacher technology contract 

signed, with one to go home to parents in 

September 

-More tech support needed to 

update/maintain the SMARTboards and 

Team boards to improve functionality 

-All classes have completed the digital 

citizenship activities at each grade level as 

outlined by the department 

-Tech News memo did not happen but can 

remain as a strategy for next year now that 

the ipads are working 

-Several attempts made to invite RNC in 

for presentations, without any luck 

-When new Behaviour Matrix and Code of 

Conduct posters are printed, Digital 

Citizenship will be included 

-Two teachers attended a Professional 

Development Session with Apple 

Educators on Elementary Math 
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Goal 2.  Goal 2: To provide a respectful, inclusive and socially just environment for all 
 

Objective 2.1:  To create an environment where students know the school 

behavioural expectations and follow them 

 

Objective 2.2: To support and promote inclusive and socially just practices 

Evaluation 2.1 

 School policy for no in class activities such as ball 

hockey  

 Very strict on quiet when moving through hallways, all 

expectations, administration has been a huge part of this 

to ensure success 

 Matrix reviewed safe and caring video to share with 

lower grades to demonstrate appropriate vs inappropriate 

behavior 

 Voice scales and constant reinforcement.  

  Twitter feed ,websites   

 Go girls and game on occurring.  

 Matrix updated to include cafeteria. 

  Good showing not recommended for next year, not 

being done 

 

Evaluation 2.2 

 Health and Sex Ed. done in appropriate leveled classrooms 

Gr, 5 and up. 

 Didn’t have the talk yet not for lack of effort 

 Butt Out Grade 5-7 

 Needs to be more done with Mental Health  

 Various charities were supported, shave for the brave, 

Janeway, Terry Fox organization, Operation Christmas 

Child, food bank, coats for kids, school lunch program  

 Programs: school lunch, roots of empathy, go girls, game 

on, junior high drama/ elementary drama, choir, band, 

intramurals, chess club, track and field, soccer team, Cross 

country, basketball 

 Adaptive gym and music 

 Autism PD, respectful school variety of staff morale 

building activities, positive atmosphere 

 Brother Brennan, St. Pierre, grade level inclusive field trips 

circus sports day/fest morning drop in 
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 Actions for Change (2 – 3 pages) 

 

 
In the Actions for Change section, provide a summary of the changes in strategies that will be used for each objective in the current 

year’s plan.  Also, provide an explanation for the change based on the data analysis and evaluation of the previous year’s plan.  

 

 

Goal 1. Goal 1. Goal 1: To foster diverse teaching, learning and assessment practice in an inclusive 

environment aligned with 21st Century Learning Skills 
 

Objective 1.1: To increase students’  literacy 

development 

Objective 1.2: To increase students 

numeracy development 

Objective 1.3:  To incorporate technology 

effectively in classroom teaching and 

learning 
 

Actions for Change 1.1 

 

 Focus on teaching of literacy 

through Literacy blocks 

 Focus on WTSSA to help support 

students who are reading below 

grade level 

 Focus on BAS assessments  

 Focus on using consistent 

assessment practices in all grades 

(writing rubrics) 

 Implement literacy portfolios 

across grades  

 

 

Actions for Change 1.2 

 

 Promote school wide focus on 100th 

day  

 Highlight Math in around school 

and on morning announcements 

 Focus on number sense activities 

 Focus on math rubrics for all grades 

for consistency 

Actions for Change 1.3 

 

 Support teachers in their learning 

as it relates to technology 

integration 

 Promote digital citizenship 

 Connect with district to assist with 

Pd in this area 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Annual School Development Report                                                                                                       Page 21 

 

 Goal 2: To provide a respectful, inclusive and socially just environment for all 

Objective 2.1 To create an environment where students know the 

school behavioural expectations and follow them 

Objective 2.2 To support and promote inclusive and socially just 

practices 

Actions for Change 2.1 

 Continued focus on PBS 

 Class achievement of goal set by individual class/teacher 

Actions for Change 2.2 

 Continued focus on inclusive practices 

 CHE is Phase 7 Inclusive school, therefore an opportunity 

to celebrate current practices and expand where 

appropriate 

 

 

 

School Development Plan for Current Year (3 – 4 pages) 

 

The school development plan for the current year is part of a 3 – 4 year plan developed using the Provincial School Development 

Model.  The school’s plan is revisited yearly using the results from the Report on School Development Plan from Previous Year and 

the Analysis of Most Current School Data.  While a school endeavors to meet the target dates of its 3 – 4 year plan, it recognizes that 

its plan is flexible and that revisions may occur annually. 

 

This section outlines the School Development Plan for the current year.  The templates list the goals, objectives, and intended 

strategies, indicators of success and support plans.  Also included in this section is the Operational Issues Report.   
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1 Year School Development Plan –Goals 1and 2 

2015 – 2016  
 

 Goal 1: To foster diverse teaching, learning and assessment practice in an inclusive environment aligned 

with 21st Century Learning Skills 
 
Objective 1.1: To increase students’  literacy 

development 

Objective 1.2: To increase students numeracy 

development 

Objective 1.3:  To incorporate technology effectively 

in classroom teaching and learning 

 
Indicators of Success 

 Literacy assessment portfolios kept for 

K-6 students 

 Learning blocks implemented in 

classrooms 

 Improve provincial assessment scores in 

the area of language arts 

 

Indicators of Success 

 Number of families participating in 

Family Math afternoon 

 Each classroom participating in 100 day 

of school activities 

 Improved provincial assessment scores 

in the area of Mathematics 

 Engagement in Mathematical activities 

at home supported by classroom teacher 

 Grades participating in Buddy Math 

activities/games 

Indicators of Success 

 Increased use of technology among students 

and teachers in classroom 

 Opportunities to collaborate with colleagues to 

plan with a focus on incorporating technology 

 Increased and varied use of technology  

 Implementation of user agreements for 

students-for school based and personal 

technology 

 

Strategies: 

1.1.1:  To continue to collect, organize and reflect 

upon literacy portfolios (i.e. district literacy plan 

K-6); revisit and revise forms to reflect current 

language 

1.1.2:  To implement learning blocks in language 

arts instruction (i.e. guided reading, good fit 

books) through a cross-curricular teaching 

approach 

1.1.3:  To increase the use of a variety of 

cognitive processes to make meaning (e.g. 

inferring, making connection, predicting) 

1.1.4:  To increase/build on a variety of reading 

collections in all classrooms (English and French) 

and LRC 

Strategies:  

1.2.1:  To continue school wide Math activities, 

including the 100 day of school and family math 

afternoon (to take place the 100th day of school) 

1.2.2: Regular review of number sense and 

operation throughout the entire year   

1.2.3:  Highlight Math on PA through a math 

joke, riddle every Friday 

1.2.4: To encourage a Math game period in each 

class once a cycle throughout school 

1.2.5: To reinforce numeracy through home use 

of  math games/problem of week  

1.2.7: To increase consistency across in the 

grades in the use of rubrics in mathematics 

 

Strategies: 

1.3.1:  To learn more about use of iPads in teaching and 

learning through Professional Development and/or 

collaboration and plan opportunities for their use in 

classroom 

1.3.2:  To expand use of smartboards/teamboards in 

teaching and learning 

1.3.3:  To implement digital citizenship activities at 

each grade level as outlined by department 

1.3.4:  To implement new user agreement for use of 

technology with students 

1.3.5:  Share activities/apps/tech tips in our staff 

conference  

1.3.6:  Invite RNC to do presentations on internet safety 

and cyber bullying 



                                                                                                                                             

Annual School Development Report                                                                                                       Page 23 

1.1.5:  To consistently use a variety of grade-

appropriate assessment tools, including BAS 

assessments and laTrousse 

1.1.6: To continue with WTSSA to support 

students in K-3 with reading and writing 

 (i.e. LLI) 
 

 1.3.7:  Incorporate digital citizenship expectations into 

our Code of Conduct and Behaviour Matrix 

1.3.8:  Bulletin Board display in Computer lab for 

rules/tips 

1.3.9:  iPad sign out sheets for each class to track users 

1.3.10 Use LRT for support with classroom teachers 

using the iPads during LR time (as part of resource 

units) 

1.3.11:  Increase Technology support time in school 

schedule to maintain iPads and provide support to 

teachers incorporating technology in the classroom 

1.3.12:  Install Air Server in classrooms 

 

 
Goal 1. Support Plan 

Financial Professional Development/Time Required 
-Resources, books- particularly classroom libraries , magazines (French 

and English) 

-guided reading (kidney bean) tables for classrooms 

-math resources for classrooms (manipulatives) 

-speakers for classrooms 

-iTunes cards- apps for iPads 

-Recommend Math budget for resources/literature early in the fall 

-Resources:  books – particularly classroom libraries, magazines (French 

and English) 

-Guided reading (horseshoe) tables  

-Air server in all classrooms 

-Install computers in Computer Lab 

-Install Air conditioner in Computer Lab 

-Mini Vacuum Cleaner to clean computers 
 

 

 

PD- Assessment (including peer assessment) 

PD- iPads 

PD- Daily Five 

Time to maintain iPads 

Time to prepare Math games for home and school 

PD- iPads/technology 

Tech support from District 

Time for Tech support built into a teacher’s schedule 

PD on Learning Blocks 
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  Goal 2: To provide a respectful, inclusive and socially just environment for all 
 
Objective 2.1:  To create an environment where students know the 

school behavioural expectations and follow them 

 

Objective 2.2: To support and promote inclusive and socially just practices 

Indicators of Success 

 a variety of programs are taking place in classrooms to 

promotes inclusion education 

 a range of events that promote diversity are planned for the 

whole school community 

 newsletters and web pages contain information on inclusion 

 growth in the use of the behavior matrix is observed 

 lower the number of incident reports that are completed 

 classes are using voice scales 

 

Indicators of Success 

 to promote LGBTQ and mental health awareness 

 events for elementary and junior high students  

 varied literature for the LRC on diversity ordered 

 

Strategies: 

2.1.1   Classroom teachers to review the behavior matrix and then to 

review again in January.  

2.1.2:   To develop teaching strategies that fosters the importance of 

student independence, respect and responsibility. 

2.1.3:  To implement an individual reward system for all classes 

(Teachers decide on goals that students can achieve) 
2.1.4:  To continue with students doing morning announcements. 
2.1.5   To have older students greet younger students  in morning 

(leadership group) 

2.1.6  To remind students of the voice scale expectations throughout 

the year 

Strategies: 

2.2.1:   To have a multi-cultural day/diversity day 
2.2.2:    To increase the number of guest speakers on mental health and 

exceptionalities. 
2.2.3:  To promote and encourage the use of diverse literature (library resources) 
2.2.4:   To continue to educate students about the specific causes/charities they 

support (Terry Fox, Food Drives, Janeway Day, Turkey Drive, Hats for Haiti) 

2.2.5:   Continue current programs and expand with current interest – Roots of 

Empathy, Lunch Program, Friends program 

2.2.6:  Teachers to reflect on class seating and grouping to ensure all students are 

being included-suiting all needs within the classroom – when possible 

 

Financial Professional Development/Time Required 

-children’s literature on diversity 

 

 

Operational Items 

School Grounds 

Maintain playground equipment 


