
A Message From

GORONWY PRICE

Chair, Newfoundland and Labrador English School Board

As our teachers and students return to school this week, allow me this opportunity, on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador English School District, to welcome everybody back after the summer break.

District staff has been busy over the summer, preparing for the new school year. We are entering the final year of the Board’s 
three-year Strategic Plan (2017-20), with a particular focus on literacy, numeracy, coding, financial literacy, experiential “hands 
on” learning, professional learning for administrators, teachers and other staff, and implementation of the Provincial 
Government’s Education Action Plan. We also continue to work on initiatives around social-emotional learning, digital citizenship, 
healthy living (mental health, physical activity and nutrition) as well as corporate policies and procedures that will continue to 
improve our financial and administrative functions.

The Board is beginning the school year with a particular focus on school bus safety. The safety of students is always our top 
priority, and we continue to work with the Provincial Government and our own staff to improve aspects of school bus safety which 
fall under our jurisdiction. But school bus safety is everybody’s responsibility - all levels of government; the school district, 
contractors, bus drivers, parents, students and the motoring public. Earlier this year, our trustees determined we should make a 
more concerted effort to educate students, parents, and particularly the motoring public, around school bus safety. As a result, 
we have embarked on a social media awareness campaign, in partnership with the Provincial Government - and with the support of 
law enforcement and the NLTA - to get some important messages out there. 

In this province, there are over 900 bus routes providing daily transportation for more than 45,000 students. Unfortunately, we 
have an issue with drivers who either unknowingly, or deliberately, fail to stop when a school bus is loading or unloading students. 
And that is a tragedy waiting to happen. To be clear, motorists approaching a school bus from either direction, in all traffic lanes, 
must come to a full stop when the red lights are flashing and the stop arm is extended - and they must remain stopped until both 
have been deactivated. The failure to do so can lead to fines, demerit points, or even an injury - or worse. A moment of 
distraction; a moment of bad judgement, can lead to a lifetime of regret. So I would ask students, parents and the motoring 
public to support us in this effort. Motorists - be patient, slow down in school zones, follow the rules - and put your cell phones 
away. Parents, make sure your child arrives safely at their bus stop, five minutes before scheduled departure, and that you talk 
to them about appropriate behaviour at the bus stop and on the bus. Students, obey the rules. Stay seated; don’t distract the 
driver, and treat your fellow passengers with respect. 

The District has updated our school bus safety brochure, which is featured on our website, and I encourage all parents and 
members of the motoring public to read through it. We also have other student transportation information on policies and 
protocols and a school bus safety video online at https://www.nlesd.ca/schools/busing/index.jsp. With everybody’s cooperation, 
we can reduce the possibility of any unfortunate incidents this year.

Finally, to the many members of our school communities; our teachers, parents, students and staff, I am looking forward to once 
again working together in respectful environments, as we focus our efforts on ensuring everyone has a productive, successful and 
enjoyable school year. 

Sincerely,

Goronwy Price
Chair
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