
  
  
  

Chair:    Goronwy   Price   
C.E.O./Director   of   Education:    Anthony   Stack   

Memo   
  

From: Ed   Walsh,   Associate   Director   of   Education   (Programs   and   Human   Resources)   
To: Staff,   Students   and   Families   
Subject: School   Reopening   -   September   8   
Date: September   1,   2021   
  

Dear   Staff,   Students   and   Families,   
  

The    Provincial   Return   to   School   Plan ,   a   joint   plan   of   the   Department   of   Education   and   the   
English   and   Francophone   School   Districts,   provides   guidance   and   recommendations   outlined   by   
Public   Health   as   we   prepare   to   return   to   in-class   instruction   on   September   8   under   as   near   
normal   conditions   as   possible.   
  

We   are   currently   opening   province-wide   under   the   “low   risk”   scenario   as   outlined   in   the   plan.   If   
that   changes,   for   a   particular   school,   community,   region,   or   for   the   province,   we   will   be   advised   
accordingly   by   Public   Health   and   relay   that   message   to   affected   school   communities.   
  

Masking   
We   know   masking   remains   a   good   defense   against   possible   exposure   to   germs   and   viruses.   As   
such,   the   District   strongly   encourages   the   continued   use   of   masks   for   students,   staff,   and   
others,   particularly   on   school   buses   and   in   common   areas.   However,   masking   is   not   mandatory   
in   a   low-risk   environment.   It   will   be   the   decision   of   the   individual   staff   member,   student/parent   as   
to   whether   they   wish   to   wear   a   mask   in   a   low-risk   environment.   Again,   if   the   situation   changes,   
we   will   adjust   protocols   based   on   Public   Health   advice.   
  

Vaccination   
We   are   fortunate   in   Newfoundland   and   Labrador   to   have   a   high   rate   of   vaccination   among   the   
eligible   population.   Most   people   recognize   that   vaccination   is   the   single   most   effective   means   to   
protect   themselves   and   others   within   our   communities   -   including   young   children   who   cannot,   as   
yet,   be   vaccinated.     
  

The   District   also   strongly   endorses   the   Chief   Medical   Officer   of   Health’s   recommendation   that   all   
eligible   individuals   -   including   staff,   students   (12+)   and   visitors   -   become   fully   vaccinated   against   
Covid-19.   For   all   individuals,   whether   vaccinated   or   not,   precautionary   measures   such   as   
ensuring   an   individual   does   not   attend   a   school   when   they   are   feeling   unwell,   and   maintaining   
good   hand   hygiene,   remain   in   effect.   Students,   staff   and   visitors   are   asked   to   continue   to   use   
the    Daily   Screening   Questionnaire   for   Schools    to   determine   whether   they   should   attend   school.     
  

Unused   Busing   
While   school   bus   transportation   is   a   convenience   for   some,   it   can   be   a   necessity   for   others.   
Based   on   established   eligibility   criteria,   seats   are   assigned   automatically   which   can,   and   has,   

  

https://www.nlesd.ca/schools/backtoschool/doc/21435_ReturntoSchoolPlan_V1.pdf
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/files/Covid-Questionnaire-Schools.pdf


  

resulted   in   unused   seats.    La st   year,   amidst   increased   Covid-19   restrictions,   many   families   
helpfully   relinquished   their   seats,   as   they   had   other   readily-available   forms   of   transportation   
available   (e.g.,   high   school   students   who   have   their   own   transportation).   This   year,   we   are   again   
asking   those   students   and   families   who   do   not   use   their   assigned   bus   seat   to   consider   your   
busing   needs   as   we   look   to   accommodate   as   many   students   as   possible.   If   you   have   a   
student(s)   currently   assigned   a   seat   this   year,   but   are   not   planning   to   avail   of   the   service,   we   
encourage   you   to   contact   your   school   administrator   to   indicate   your   willingness   to   give   up   your   
seat(s).   This   can   open   up   seats   for   students   who   don’t   currently   qualify   for   busing,   as   well   as   to   
free   up   more   seats   for   courtesy   busing   exemptions.   Please   rest   assured   that   no   families   will   be   
required   to   give   up   seats.   This   is   simply   a   note   for   consideration   for   those   in   a   position   to   do   so.      
  

Allow   me   this   opportunity   to   wish   all   our   staff,   students   and   families   a   successful   school   year.   
  
  
  
  

  


