
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR                                                                                                                         Chair: Goronwy Price 

 C.E.O./Director of Education: Anthony Stack 
                                                                                                     
Newfoundland and Labrador English 
School Board Minutes 
September 25, 2021 
 
1. OPENING 
 
The Newfoundland and Labrador English School Board (NLESB) meeting took place on Saturday, September 
25, 2021 at the District Conference Centre, Strawberry Marsh Road, St. John’s, NL. The meeting was called to 
order by the Chair of the Board, Goronwy Price, at 1:30 PM.   
 
Members present: Mr. Goronwy Price, Chair 
   Mr. Wayne Lee, Vice-Chair  
   Mr. Guy Elliott 
   Mr. Raymond Bennett  
   Ms. Pamela Gill (virtual) 
   Mr. Scott Burden 
   Mr. Thomas Kendell 
   Mr. John George 
   Mr. Winston Carter 

Ms. Jean Butt 
Mr. Eric Ayers 
Mr. Kevin Ryan 
Mr. Peter Whittle (virtual) 

 
Regrets:  Mr. Steve Tessier          
     
Also in attendance: Mr. Anthony Stack, CEO/Director of Education 

Mr. Ed Walsh, Associate Director of Education (Programs and Human Resources) 
 Mr. Terry Hall, CFO/Assistant Director of Education (Corporate Services) 
 Ms. Georgina Lake, Assistant Director of Education (Student Services) 
 Ms. Cheryl Gullage, Manager of Communications 
 Ms. Susan Tobin, Manager of Policy 
 Mr. Justin Hewett, Parliamentarian 
 Ms. Elaine Cross, Executive Assistant 
 
 
  
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION: It was moved by Wayne Lee and and seconded by Thomas Kendell that the agenda be adopted as 
presented. (Carried)   
 



 

 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

3.1 June 12, 2021 Minutes adopted (Guy Elliott/Eric Ayers) Carried 
 
4. Business Arising 
 
4.1 No Business Arising 

5. Director’s Report 
  
Mr. Stack presented the Director’s Report to the Board, which highlighted the 2021-22 School Reopening Plan, 
a Covid update, the Annual Report (2020-21) and Deep Learning.   
 
The Chair thanked the Director for his report.    
 
6. Committee Reports 
 
6.1 Executive Committee Report – August 5, 2021 
 
Vice-Chair Lee provided an update to the Board from the August 5, 2021 meeting of the Executive 
Committee. (Details are contained in the committee minutes.)  
 
Sold Properties 
 
MOTION: That the Executive Committee, on behalf of the Board, approve the disposition of Bayview Primary, 
Raymond Ward Memorial, Vista Regional Office, and St. Theresa’s at the noted sale prices, subject to Ministerial 
approval. (Wayne Lee/Guy Elliott) Carried 
 
Bay Roberts Primary Property Acquisition 
 
MOTION: That the Executive Committee, on behalf of the Board, approve the acquisition of the 270 sq. m 
parcel of land, boundaries as determined by the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure survey, 
subject to Ministerial approval. (Pamela Gill/Guy Elliott) Carried  
 
MOTION: That the Board approve the Executive Committee Report of August 5, 2021 as presented. (Wayne 
Lee/Eric Ayers) Carried. 
 
6.2 Finance and Operations Committee Report – September 17, 2021 

In the Chair’s absence, Trustee John George provided an update to the Board from the September 17, 2021 
meeting of the committee. (Details are contained in the committee minutes.)  
 
NG Audited Financial Statements period ended March 31, 2021 
The audit of the Fiscal Financing Agreement – Nunatsiavut Government Funding for the year ended March 
31, 2021 has been completed. 
 

1. The financial statements for the Nunatsiavut Government Fiscal Funding Agreement are prepared 
based on revenue and expense financial information recorded by the Newfoundland and Labrador 
English School District related to this agreement for the year ended March 31, 2021.  The format and 
presentation of the financial statements is per the requirement of the Nunatsiavut Government to 
show expenditures by community and line object. 



 

 

 
2. Consolidation – the financial statements are prepared on a non-consolidated basis and only include 

the ancillary funding provided by the Nunatsiavut Government through the Fiscal Financing 
Agreement to the District to enhance student programming in the five (5) Nunatsiavut coastal 
communities. 
 

3. Surplus/(deficit) – The Fiscal Financing Agreement operates on a balanced basis.  Any unexpended 
funds are treated as deferred revenue and brought into income in the next year and form part of the 
revenue source for that year.  Any accounts receivable are treated as revenue in the year incurred and 
received in the following year as part of the grant payments. 

 
Motion: That the Board approve the Auditor’s Report and the accompanying Audited Financial Statements of 
the Fiscal Financing Agreement (Nunatsiavut) for the year ended March 31, 2021, as recommended by the 
Finance and Operations Committee. (John George/Winston Carter) Carried. 
  
Quarterly Budget Status Update period ended March 31, 2021 
Total Budget 
 
Original Budget (total)    $829.28 Million 
Revised Budget (total)      836.73 Million 
Budget Increase           7.44 Million 
 
Expenses are expected to remain within budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year, although certain expenditures 
may exceed the approved budget allocation and budget transfers within these categories may be required. 
 
Budget Adjustment 
There have been no changes to the budget since the December 2020 Board Report previously presented. 
 
The schedules summarize the operating results compared to the revised budget for the period ending March 
31, 2021. 
 
Motion: That the Board approve the revised Quarterly Budget Status Update for the period ending March 31, 
2021, as recommended by the Finance and Operations Committee. (John George/Guy Elliott) Carried. 
 
Property Sales – Harbour Grace Primary to Splash Centre 
 
In 2014 Eastern Health (EH) wanted a NLESD building in Harbour Grace, which at that time served as the 
base for the local Community Youth Network, operating as Splash Centre.  To facilitate EH’s acquisition of 
that building, EH funded the purchase of the land on which the District-owned Harbour Grace Primary 
(HGP) building was built, which allowed Splash Centre to move there.  The terms of the purchase were after 
12 months EH would advise if they wanted to keep HGP, or they would relinquish any claim to it.  In spite of 
multitudes of contacts over the years, EH effectively chose to relinquish via their silence. 
 
The Splash Centre was supposed to be paying the operational costs of HGP, but no payments were ever made.  
NLESD, funded by the Department of Education, covered all utility and snow clearing expenses, and 
>$20k/year in municipal fees.  NLESD staff provided a very basic level of maintenance primarily patching the 
end of life roof. 
 
After consultation with the Department of Education, NLESD offered the building to the Town of Harbour 
Grace, with GovNL providing a grant to replace the roof.  After the Town expressed concerns over the ability 



 

 

to fund the building operation, NLESD participated in a meeting with the area’s joint councils.  No agreement 
of transfer was reached and consequently the building was placed for sale by tender, and the sole bid was 
<$20,000.  Given relatively minor benefit of selling at this price, GovNL has requested we facilitate a transfer 
of ownership of HGP to the Splash Centre.  GovNL has proposed the Splash Centre pay NLESD $15,000 
upfront, we transfer ownership to them after 12 months, and they pay NLESD a further $10,000/year over the 
next nine years.  NLESD has made the transfer contingent on the Splash Centre creating a separate road access 
versus all traffic going through the adjacent St. Francis School lot, given Splash intends on renting space to 
fund their ownership.                                      
                               
Motion: That the Board approve the disposition of Harbour Grace Primary to the Splash Centre, as 
recommended by the Finance and Operations Committee, subject to Ministerial approval. (John George/Jean 
Butt) Carried.  
 
At the request of Trustee Burden, it was confirmed that the above transaction has been resolved to the 
agreement of all parties.  
 
Property Sales - Various 
 
The District is continuing to dispose of properties that are surplus to our operational needs.  To this end, it is 
our intention to: 

a. place the following schools for sale by tender, or 
b. transfer to municipality or non-profit entity for a nominal charge, or 
c. return to denominational authority and/or split sale proceeds as required by Section 84 of the 

Schools Act (1997). 
 
There are Crown Land factors in some of these as well.  We have been engaged with Crown Lands with a view 
to expediting ongoing files as well as attempting to create an efficient process for future disposition where 
Crown Lands is involved. 
 

1. Basque Memorial, Red Bay:  This school was closed in June 2021 but has a restrictive Crown Lease 
on the land that needs to be converted to an unrestricted grant before a sale can be conducted. 
 

2. Cherry Lane, CBS – former Board Office, later used by various entities:  The Anglican synod has 
indicated that they will relinquish any claim, subject to Ministerial approval (this has been sought, and 
is pending Justice review for the Minister). 
 

3. Charlottetown Primary School:  Title search underway, but anecdotally from prior board files, it has 
United Church interest, so a disposition agreement with the United Church may be required. 
 

4. Coley’s Point, Bay Roberts:  this school closed in June 2021 – the land title is in the name of the 
“United Church Board of Education for Coley’s Point”, so a disposition agreement with the United 
Church will be required. 
 

5. Fr. Berney Building, Burin (former Regional Office):  this property has a restrictive Crown Grant on 
the land that needs to be converted to an unrestricted grant before a sale can be concluded.  RC 
Episcopal corporation previously signed a Quit Claim, acknowledging sole ownership by NLESD. 
 

6. Long Island Academy:  This school closed and the community was resettled.  The District confirmed 
that the resettlement did not create a prohibition on sale.  Recent media indicates there is still 
ongoing seasonal access. 



 

 

 
7. Millcrest Academy, Grand Falls-Windsor:  This school has been closed for quite a few years, but 

there has been community interest, first by a non-profit group, then by the adjacent hospice and the 
Town.  Ultimately, none of these have come to fruition, and the cost of heat/light/municipal fees 
approaches $100,000/year.  The land is owned by the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation 
(RCEC), the building by NLESD, so a disposition agreement with RCEC is required. 
 

8. Presentation Junior High, Corner Brook:  This building was built with the proceeds of an insurance 
claim from a fire at a prior wholly RCEC owned school, making both the main building and land 
RCEC’s.  NLESD would have interest in a later extension, but this is only 10% of the building and 
thus not considered material.  Consequently, the building and land would be returned to RCEC. 

   
Motion: That the Board approve the disposition of the above-noted properties by any of the three means 
listed above, as recommended by the Finance and Operations Committee. In each case, final disposition is 
subject to Ministerial approval. (John George/Guy Elliott) Carried.  
  
 
MOTION: That the Board approve the Finance and Operations Committee Report of September 17, 2021 as 
presented. (John George/Eric Ayers) Carried 
 
 
6.3 Programs and Human Resources Committee Report – No Report 
 

7. New Business 
 
7.1 Education Foundation Report – August 18, 2021 

 
The Chair of the Education Foundation, Jean Butt, provided an update to the Board from the August 18, 2021 
meeting of the committee. (Details are contained in the committee minutes.)  

 
Approval of Scholarship Recipients 2020/2021 School Year    
For the 2020-2021 school year, the Newfoundland and Labrador Education Foundation received 83 applications 
from students within the Newfoundland and Labrador English School District.  
 
This year’s scholarship policy was updated to state that 36 scholarships of $1,000 each would be awarded to 
students graduating from NLESD schools across the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador from all 
disciplines (Advanced, Academic and General Studies). 
 
A Scholarship Committee consisting of Scott Burden and Susan Hussey reviewed all applications received.  
Marking was conducted by each member based on essays (50 points), School/Community involvement and 
demonstrated need (25 points).  Graduation marks (level 3 courses) were worth (25 points) of their score based 
on their overall average.  Scores from both members averaged to reach the final scores for each applicant. 
 
Based on the selection criteria for each region, 36 successful candidates have been chosen and are recommended 
by the Scholarship Committee as listed: 
 

Sarah Lambe Ascension Collegiate 

Shelby Burt Baccalieu Collegiate 



 

 

Damien White Bayview Academy 

Tori Way Canon Richards 

Morgan Andrews Cape John Collegiate 

Hannah Doyle Carbonear Collegiate 

Tamara Regular Copper Ridge Academy 

Elliot Dicks Elwood Regional High 

Michael Wight Exploits Valley High 

Renee Snook Gander Collegiate 

Holly Butt Heritage Collegiate 

Hudson Wentzell Holy Heart of Mary 

Abigail Mitchell Holy Spirit High 

Kaitlyn Dalton Holy Trinity High 

Kayla Brake John Burke High 

Robyn Knickle John Burke High 

Jacob Farrell Marystown Central High 

Dylan Norman Marystown Central High 

Alexis Young Menihek High 

Cassidy Martin Mount Pearl Senior High 

Damon Stewart New World Island Academy 

Andrew Barrett O’Donel High 

Chloe Gaudon Piccadilly Central High 

Precious Wunnitoi Alhassan Prince of Wales Collegiate 

Joelle Vokey Roncalli Central High 

James Fagan St. James Regional High 

Evan Williams St. Kevin’s High 

Gracie Lundrigan St. Lawrence Academy 



 

 

Meghan Maloney St. Mark’s All Grade 

Julie Lawrence Templeton Academy 

Holly Morgan Templeton Academy 

Nicholas Edwards Waterford Valley High 

Emma McIsaac Waterford Valley High 

Liam Ryan Laval High 

Alexa Tobin Holy Spirit High 

Nathan Locke Holy Spirit High 

 
Motion: Moved by Thomas Kendell and seconded by Pamela Gill that the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Education Foundation approve the successful candidates as listed for the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Education Foundation Scholarships 2020-2021.  Carried. 
 

 
NLEF Calendars 2021-2022 School Year 
NLESD staff are presently working on the final draft version of the calendar to forward to printers. 
 
Saltwire has been the successful bidder for production of the NLEF calendars over the past several years.  As 
they have bid under the $1,000 purchasing threshold for this year, three quotes are not required. 
 
The number of calendars ordered was reduced to 1,100 to better reflect amounts for distribution across the 
District. 
 
Motion: Moved by Thomas Kendell, seconded by Scott Burden that the Newfoundland and Labrador Education 
Foundation Board approve the ordering process for NLEF Calendars for the 2021-2022 School-Year.  Carried. 
 

 
7.2 NLISE – No Report 

 

7.3 School Milk Foundation Report – No Report 

 

7.4 Douglas Academy (Lapoile) Closure 

Vice Chair Lee provided an overview of the circumstances surrounding this school closure.  
  
La Poile is a settlement on La Poile Bay in Newfoundland and Labrador. The community is inaccessible by 
road and is served by a ferry via a port in Rose Blanche. The town mainly works in the fishery. As of the 2016 
census, the population is 87 people. The community has a school offering grades K-9 and a small store. There 
is an Anglican church which offers services once a month. Health care is limited to a first responder and a 
visiting doctor who comes once a month, weather permitting. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_communities_in_Newfoundland_and_Labrador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Poile_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newfoundland_and_Labrador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Blanche-Harbour_le_Cou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Canadian_census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Canadian_census


 

 

The town was the subject of an episode of Viceland's Abandoned. There is only 1 student in the local school. 
The last town-wide vote did not have enough support for the residents to accept provincial money to leave the 
settlement under the resettlement program. 
 
Douglas Academy School is a K-9 school located in La Poile and is part of the Newfoundland and Labrador 
English School District. As of June 2021, the enrollment was one student in Grade 6. There were no additional 
students to be registered for the 2021-22 school year. 
 
The parents of the student decided to move to Port aux Basques in order to register the student at St. James 
Regional High for the 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-24 school years to provide the student with the educational 
advantage of attendance in a larger school. The parents availed of a bursary program to facilitate this move. 
 
The parents have agreed that the District will have no obligation to operate Douglas Academy or any other 
school, or to provide any instruction in La Poile, if they decide to return to La Poile.    
  
As such I bring the following motion:  
  
MOTION: Douglas Academy School, La Poile, NL   
  
WHEREAS:  Douglas Academy, La Poile, NL has not had children in attendance since June, 2021 and no 
students registered for the upcoming school year;  
  
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that: 
  
Douglas Academy School, La Poile , NL will close effective the date of this motion. (Wayne Lee/Jean Butt) 
Carried. 
 

7.5 Annual Report 2020-21  

Susan Tobin, Policy Manager, presented the 2020-21 draft Annual Report for the Newfoundland and Labrador 

English School District for approval in principle.  

 

This Annual Report represents the first year of the District’s 2020-23 Strategic Plan.  

• It is presented today for Board of Trustees’ approval in principle.   

• The report will be submitted to the Provincial Government for review and subsequently tabled in the 

House of Assembly in the Fall of 2021. Any substantive changes will be brought back to the Board for 

approval. 

 

MOTION: That the Board approve the 2020-21 draft Annual Report as presented, acknowledging that there 

may be some small changes proposed following Provincial Government review. (Wayne Lee/John George) 

Carried.  

8. Correspondence sent to the District  
8.1 Trustee Zone 16 Declared Vacant 
8.2 Ministerial Approval – Sale of Our Lady of Labrador 
8.3 NLESD Annual Report Deadline 
8.4 NLESD Operational Grant Allocation 
8.5 Ministerial Approval – Sale of St Theresa’s (Port au Choix) 
8.6 Trustee Appointment – Zone 16 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resettlement_(Newfoundland)


 

 

 
   

9.  Correspondence sent from the District 

9.1 NLESD Submission – Potential Education System Realignment 

9.2 Ministerial Request – Lind Ave Quit Claim (Grand Falls-Windsor) 

9.3 Ministerial Request – Vehicle Financing 

9.4 NLESD Submission – Considerations for District and EDU Realignment 

9.5 Ministerial Request – Property Dispositions 

9.6 Ministerial Request – Bay Roberts Primary Property Acquisition 

9.7 Board Meeting Invitation to Minister 

 

Trustee Burden inquired on the vacancy created on the Executive Committee by the resignation of Trustee 

Whittle in Zone 16.  The Chair indicated that he would look to have this completed.   

 

Trustee Burden expressed some concerns regarding correspondence 9.1. It would have been preferred to have 

the full Board provide input into the document prior to submission. He does not necessarily agree with all 

points expressed in the document, particularly regarding suggested changes to the structure of the school board 

and the school review process.  It would have also been preferable to have received a copy of the document 

prior to receipt of the Board information package.  

 

The Chair indicated that the document was prepared by the District, at the request of the Department of 

Education, and was completed under very tight time constraints. The document is not a reflection of any 

decisions made by government.  

 

Trustee Whittle suggested that the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of School Council should be 

included in any new potential board structure.  

 

10. Adjournment at 2:30 pm by a motion from Trustee Thomas Kendell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Chair        Recording Secretary 


