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Student Success:
Literacy and Numeracy

Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) I & II
▶

There are now appropriate grade-level BAS kits (French and English) in every
school in the province – with the goal being to have at least one BAS kit purchased
for every Grades 1-6 classroom by June of 2017.

▶

In the 2016-17 school year, professional learning sessions are being provided for
Grades 2 and 5 (French and English), and for new principals and teachers who
might have missed the sessions for Grades 1 and 4 last school year.

A survey was conducted in November 2016 to determine how many BAS 1 and BAS 2
were still required to meet the June 2017 goal.
65 BAS 1 kits and 166 BAS 2 kits required.

Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI)
▶

Leveled Literacy Intervention system is a supplementary literacy intervention designed to
help teachers provide instruction for students who need intensive support. Professional
learning opportunities were also offered to schools with LLI resources, in addition to the
pilot schools.

▶

The resource is currently being assessed by those who are using it.

▶

119 resources kits in schools or being distributed.

Pilot Project continued in 11 schools throughout the District:

LABRADOR
•

Amos Comenius School

WESTERN
•
•

C.C. Loughlin
White Hills Academy

EASTERN

CENTRAL
•
•

Centreville Academy
Memorial Academy

•
•
•
•
•
•

St. Lawrence Academy
Anthony Paddon Elementary
Tricon Elementary
Cowan Heights Elementary
Bishop Abraham Elementary
Mary Queen of the World
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Online Numeracy Resources
▶

Resources for Math 7 (English and French), Math 8
(English), Math 1201 and Math 2201 are now accessible
for students and teachers.

▶

550 videos & 200 self-assessments (online quizzes) and
unit reviews are available.

Course

June 2016
Participants

September 2016
Participants

Math 7 (English)

250

1020

Math 7 (French)

40

300

Math 1201

130

930

Online Self-Assessment Videos

Video resources are available at the following addresses:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGTLtXcbbA8wDOdGKPlPeJg

https://www.nlesd.ca/programs/math2201intresources.jsp

New Assessment for Mathematics 7-9 (Pilot)
Labrador Region

Central Region

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jens Haven Memorial School (7-9)
Amos Comenius Memorial School (7-9)
Queen of Peace Middle School (Gr. 7)
Mealy Mountain Collegiate (8-9)
Menihek High School (8-9)
J.R. Smallwood Middle School (Gr. 7)

Christ the King School (7-9)
Clarenville Middle School (7-9)
St. Paul’s Intermediate (7-9)
Lewisporte Intermediate (7-9)
J.M. Olds Collegiate (Gr. 9)
Leo Burke Academy (7-8)
Fitzgerald Academy (7-9)

Western Region

Eastern Region

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Our Lady of Mercy Elementary (7-8)
St. Michael's Elementary (7-8)
Appalachia High School (Gr. 9)
Piccadilly Central High (Gr. 9)
Belanger Memorial High School (7-9)

Crescent Collegiate (7-9)
St. Paul’s Junior High (7-9)
Macdonald Drive Junior High (7-9)
Leary’s Brook Junior High
Brother Rice Junior High
Frank Roberts Junior High (Creators)

Google Apps for Education (GAFE)
▶

Google Apps for Education (GAFE) is a software package used for cloud-based collaborative
teaching and learning.

▶

The applications include Gmail, Calendar, Drive, Docs and Sites. All of these applications are
online (or in the Cloud).

▶

Province-wide implementation of Google Apps for Education came into effect for the 2016-17
school year with professional learning delivered in all regions and continued throughout the
fall.

▶

A webpage and videos were also developed to guide users through the process of becoming a
GAFE user. https://www.nlesd.ca/staffroom/gafe/index.jsp

Hour of Code
▶

Hour of Code takes place during Computer Science Education Week (December 511, 2016), with Hour of Code Day held on December 9, 2016.

▶

This global initiative is designed to introduce and demystify computer science and
coding, using the 21st Century Model of Learning as a guide.

▶

This year we more than doubled our school participation with almost 100 schools
trying code.

Safe & Caring Schools

Safe and Caring Schools - LGBTQ
▶

Partnering with DEECED & EGALE has resulted in more than 50 educators
throughout the District being ‘trained as trainers’ in LGBTQ Inclusion.

▶

These trainers provided professional learning for school staff during the fall 2016 at
schools identified as priorities (35 West, three Labrador, 14 in East & 45 in Central)
and each region has developed a multi-year plan for full implementation at all
schools.

▶

The District also worked with the Department in the development of guidelines to
support the inclusion of LGBTQ students, family members, and staff which are now
part of the Safe and Caring Schools policy.

Ryland’s Story

Video referenced is available for viewing at the following address:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAHCqnux2fk

Mental Health and Mental Wellness

▶

MHFA is designed to help school staff better recognize and understand the signs and
symptoms of common mental health problems, and to provide information about
interventions, treatments and ways to access professional help.

▶

As of December 31, 2016, at least one administrator in 195 of 254 schools has received
Mental Health First Aid Training with the goal of all schools completed by June 2017
Region

Schools

Trained

Outstanding

Labrador

22

14

8

Western

65

42

23

Central

77

74

3

Eastern

90

65

25

▶

A review was conducted of the online safety & digital citizenship resources
by the committee with updated lesson plans/resources distributed to all
schools each September.
▶ New resources were provided to schools this quarter (Sept 2016).

▶

Lessons:

▶

Next year the program will return to the lessons from Year 1 and the
committee will revisit all the individual lessons to ensure they remain
current.

a) focus on one of the nine elements of Digital Citizenship.
b) each grade level will review 3 lessons/activities each year.

Organizational
Effectiveness

SmartFind Express
▶

SmartFind Express is software that enables auto-calling for replacement/substitute teachers
and other staff.

▶

During the fall of 2016 all Eastern schools outside of Metro St. John’s were added to the
project with Metro implementation scheduled for 2017.

▶

To date, the system has made a total of 61,913 calls with a total of 6,677 confirmed
acceptances for work.

▶

The District also conducted several meetings with SmartFind in October and November to
discuss and schedule specific additions to the program that are scheduled for early 2017.

PowerSchool
▶

PowerSchool is a web-based student information system.

▶

As of September 2016, PowerSchool was implemented in all schools throughout the
District, with the final 33 schools from Eastern and Western Regions transitioning to the
database for start-up this school year.

▶

Support for schools continued throughout the fall of 2016 to enhance the functionality and
improve management of, and access to, student information.

Communications
▶

The District drafted an updated version of the administrators’ media handbook for the 20162017 school year. This document provides information to school administrators about
engaging with the media to promote the positive initiatives.

▶

Prior to school opening, communication was provided to school communities through a
webpage to help families prepare for the back to school period.

▶

As the District implemented GAFE, useful tips to help users become familiar and comfortable
with this new collaborative tool were developed.

▶

‘Soft launched’ a new social media account - Instagram - to enhance promotion of school,
student and District activities. Further promotion of the social media account will occur
throughout the year.

From Around the District

Western & Labrador Good News

Our Lady of Mercy
(St. George’s) has
been invited to the
World Festival of
LEGO Robotics in St.
Louis, Missouri in
April.
Recently they placed
first in the province in
the Robot, Project,
and Core Values
categories.

Queen of Peace Middle School (Happy ValleyGoose Bay) was one of a number of schools
involved in the Labrador Creative Arts Festival. In
November, students were able to have sessions
with artists in town for the big event and learn
the many ways people can express themselves
through music, art, and creative writing.

Eastern and Central Good News
The District once again partnered with the St. John’s IceCaps, RNC
& the Insurance Bureau of Canada to deliver the Be A Buddy
program.
Students and parents/guardians of 10 metro region schools
attended a practice, a game, and most importantly, sessions by the
District and RNC on respect and safety.

Sacred Heart Academy (Marystown) recently won a
$49,000 donation through the Aviva Community Fund to
create a play space.
Congratulations!

#BellLetsTalk
▶

On January 25, Bell Canada will once again host #BellLetsTalk Day, an initiative to encourage
discussion and support for mental health and mental wellness.

▶

Through the use of the hashtag #BellLetsTalk, funds will also be raised to support mental
health and mental wellness initiatives across the country.

▶

Our schools will also be participating, and along with social media campaigns, will host events
to raise the profile of this extremely important topic.

Thank You

